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ATTENTION MEMBERS

Invitation to participate in ‘IDMA MARGI MEMORIAL  
BEST PATENT AWARDS 2019-20’

As you will be aware, the IDMA Margi Memorial Best Patent Awards recognize the ‘Best Patent of the Year’, both national and international. 
We request you to kindly send us details of your patent/s granted in the last 12 months period (01.04.2019 to 31.03.2020). An Expert Panel will 
examine and evaluate the applications received and recommend their selection for the Award. A copy of the Patent granted should also be enclosed 
to enable the Panel to evaluate the Patent for the Award. 

Applications should be forwarded in a closed and sealed envelope marked ‘IDMA Margi Memorial Best Patent Awards 2019-20’ along with 
an ENTRY FEE of `10,000/- + GST @18% (Total `11,800/-) per Member Company immediately to reach us latest by 18th January 2021.  

For the convenience of the panelists, soft copies of the application along with relevant supporting patent documents may also be sent 
separately.

Applications for the Award will need to comply with certain criteria as enumerated in the Guidelines (Do’s and Don’ts) for IDMA Margi Memorial 
Best Patent Awards 2019-20 (as mentioned below). Kindly peruse the same before applying for the Award. 

The winners will be notified by email after the Expert Panel finalizes selection of Award Winners. The Awards will be presented at the  
IDMA 59th Annual Day Celebrations to be organized by end of February 2021 at Online Web.

===========================================================

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS FOR PATENT AWARDS  
The Expert Panel, constituted to scrutinise the Applications, has set the following DOs and DON’Ts for consideration for Awards as below:

DOs: 

1.	 Applications must include Patents granted only during the financial year 2019-20 (1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020) for evaluation.

2.	 A Member-Company can apply for more than one Patent. Multiple Patents can be listed in a single application.

3.	 The Application is to be submitted both as Soft Copy as well as Hard Copies with Summary of the Patents. However, details of Patents may 
please be sent preferably only in Soft copy.

4.	 All Family Patents belonging to same invention will be considered as one patent.  Country-wise validations for EU or ARIPO patents will not 
be considered as independent patents.  Divisional patents granted with similar inventions will be considered along with parent patent.

5.	 Different inventions having same title with common priority document will be identified and considered as One Patent.

6.	 Group companies (including Research Centres) applying independently may indicate if they wish to be considered together or separately.  
If patent is granted to other than the applicant, the documents justifying the inclusion of such patents (group status) need to be attached.

7.	 Applications for Awards for Patents granted to individuals will be considered with documentary support of rights transferred to the Applicant 
(Member Company)

8.	 Applicants are requested to self-certify the authenticity of information submitted to minimise the review and verification work by IDMA.

9.	  The Application must be forwarded under a covering letter/or by email duly signed by an authorised signatory along with name, designation 
and contact details. 

10.	  The covering letter should carry a declaration that “We have read ‘The Guidelines and Criteria for Evaluation of Patents submitted for IDMA 
Margi Memorial Patent Awards 2019-20 and abide by the same”.

DON’Ts: 

1.	 Please do not apply for Patents granted earlier than 1st April 2019 or after 31st March 2020. It will not be considered for this year’s 
Awards.

2.	 Please do not apply for a pending patent. It will not be considered and will be disqualified.

3.	 Please do not apply for Patents which are already withdrawn, abandoned, not maintained or revoked will obviously not be considered.

4.	 An Application of a patent of the same family (of an invention which has already qualified for award in earlier years), even if granted in 
another country in the relevant year will not be considered.

5.	 If the data submitted is found to be not correct or factual, the applications will be disqualified. 

(Note: The Decision of the Expert Panel will be Final).



IDMA Bulletin LII (02) 08 to 14 January 2021	 5

IDMA ACTIVITIES 

IDMA-West Bengal State Board Committee for 2020-2021

Mr Mahesh H Doshi, National President and Members of IDMA Executive Committee congratulate  
and welcome the Members of IDMA-West Bengal State Board Committee for 2020-2021 elected 
and formalised at the VC Meeting held on 6th January 2021 as below:

l    l    l

Committee Members:

1.	 Shri Utpal Moitra, Emcee Pharmaceuticals Pvt 

Ltd.

2.	 Shri Ranajit Dey, Dey’s Medical Stores Mfg Ltd.

3.	 Shri Debarshi Duttagupta, East India 

Pharmaceuticals Works Ltd.

4.	 Shri Bharat Vora, Vulcan Laboratories 

5.	 Shri Manab Bakshi, Cradel Pharmaceuticals Pvt 

Ltd. 

1.	 CHAIRMAN	 :	 Shri Shiv Sagar Tewari,  
			   Burnet Pharmaceuticals Pvt Ltd.

2.	 HON SECRETARY	 :	 Shri Siddhartha Paul, 
		      	 Palsons Derma Pvt Ltd.

3.	 HON JOINT SECRETARY	 :	 Shri Probhas Bondhu Chakraborty,  
			   Mendine Pharmaceuticals Pvt Ltd.

4.	 HON TREASURER	 :	 Shri Mriganka Sarkar, 
			   Jupiter Pharmaceuticals Ltd. 

6.	 Shri R G Mittal, Siscon (I) Pvt Ltd.

7.	 Shri Manoj Gupta, Pharma Impex Laboratories 
Pvt Ltd.

8.	 Shri Partha Paul, Palsons Derma Pvt Ltd.

9.	 Shri Tony Parmar, Albert David Ltd.

Special Invitee Members: 

1.	 Shri Deepnath Roy Chowdhury, Strassenburg 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd.

2.	 Shri Asheesh Roy, Stadmed Pvt Ltd.

have you renewed your membership for the years

2019-2020 & 2020-2021
if not, please do so; kindly contact IDMA Secretariat at:  

Email: actadm@idmaindia.com / accounts@idmaindia.com  
Tel.: 022 - 2494 4624 / 2497 4308  / Fax: 022 - 2495 0723
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1.	 The Government is committed to minimize the 
compliance burden for the citizens and business 
activities. In this regard, the National Pharmaceutical 
Pricing Authority (NPPA) at its level has already 
initiated few measures.

2.	 Being a priority area for the Government, it has 
been decided to engage with the industry and other 
stakeholders for ascertaining the specific areas which 
require intervention.

3. 	 As such, a Committee with composition, as under, 
is constituted to look into the issue and give its 
recommendations in a time bound manner:

Sr. No. Name Designation
1 Joint Secretary (Pricing), DoP In Chair

2 Advisor (Cost), NPPA Member

3. Joint DCG(I), CDSCO Member

4 Representative of FICCI Member

5 Representative of IDMA Member

6 Representative of BDMA Member

GOVERNMENT COMMUNICATIONS

DoP Constitutes Committee for suggesting ways for reducing 
the compliance burden faced by the Industry – reg.

DoP Communication Ref.No.31026/83/2020-Pricing, dated 6th January 2021

7 Representative of IPA Member

8 Representative of AIMED Member

9 Joint  Director (Pricing) Convenor

4.	 The terms of reference of the Committee 
includes:  

(a).	 Reducing Compliance Burden across areas 
related to renewals of licenses/permissions, 
inspections, return filings, registers, records and 
display requirements; and

(b).	 De-criminalization, identification of redundant 
laws and rules, regulatory impact assessment 
and use of technology.

5.	 Invest India team in DoP Investment Desk to provide 
support to the Committee.

6.	 The Committee may submit its report within a 
month.

Pawan Kumar, Joint Director, Department of Pharmaceuticals, 
Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers, New Delhi.

l    l    l
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l    l    l

DGFT MATTERS

 Video Conference by Additional DGFT, Mumbai Office  
for redressal of Exporter’s grievances on every  

Working Day – reg. 
Joint DGFT Trade Notice No.01/2020-21, dated 29th December, 2020

To,
All concerned Trade Members and Notice Board of this Office.

To promote the ease of business and to provide institutional mechanism for the redressal of exporter’s grievances, 
members of the Trade may contact O/o Addl. DGFT, Mumbai via Video Conferencing (VC) from 05.00PM to 06.00PM 
on every working day.

The VC will be hosted for limited slots and on first come first served basis. All the members of Trade & Industry 
are requested to avail this opportunity.

Those exporters, members of Trade & Industry who wish to avail this facility may email to this Office on Email ID 
dgft-mumbai@nic.in, one day in advance in order to intimate the VC link and other details.

File No.34/1/20/HRD

Satya Raja Sekhar G, Deputy Director General of Foreign Trade, For Addl Director General of Foreign Trade, Office of the Addl  
Director General of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Mumbai.

Electronic Issuance of Preferential Certificate of Origin 
(CoO) for India’s Exports to UK under Generalized Scheme 

of Preferences (GSP) - reg.
DGFT Trade Notice No.37/2020-2021, dated 11th January, 2021

To,
1. All Exporters/Members of Trade;
2. All Designated Issuing Agencies under FTAs/PTAs.

1.	 In continuation to earlier Trade Notice(s) 30/2020-21 
dated 13.10.2020, it is informed that the United 
Kingdom (UK) is being added as a country of Export 
on the e-COO Platform under Generalised Scheme 
of Preferences (GSP).

2.	 The details provided by the UK on the Generalised 
Scheme of Preferences may be seen at URL - 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
trading-with-developing-nations. Goods that meet 
the UK GSP rules of origin requirements are eligible 
to claim a GSP rate of import duty on the basis of a 

valid proof of origin. A valid proof of origin must be 
either of the following:

i.	 GSP Form-A - which does not need to be 
stamped and signed by an authority designated 
by the GSP country.

ii.	 An origin declaration - which must include 
information to enable the identification of an 
originating good.

3.	 Reference 2 (i) above, the GSP Form-A is available 
electronically on the e-CoO Platform. Further, no 
physical pre-printed stationery of Form-A shall be 
issued. The exporters to UK planning to avail GSP 
benefits may submit the given form on the e-Platform. 
While the stamp and sign of the issuing authority is 
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not mandatory as per the instructions provided by 
UK authorities, the GSP certificate when submitted 
electronically on the e-CoO platform will be made 
available through the existing online approval 
process with the image sign and signature.

4.	 For guidance on registration and application 
submission on the e-CoO Platform, the Help manual 
& FAQs may be accessed on the landing page at 
https://coo.dgft.gov.in. For any further assistance 
you may utilize any of the following channels.

i.	 Raise a service request/suggestion ticket 
through the DGFT Helpdesk service link on the 
e-platform home page.

ii.	 Call the toll-free Helpline number 1800-111-
550.

iii.	 Send an email to coo-dgft@gov.in

This issues with the approval of the competent 
authority.

File No.01/02/82/AM-19/EDI

Md Moin Afaque,  
Deputy Director General of Foreign Trade,  

Directorate General of Foreign Trade, 
Department of Commerce,  

Ministry of Commerce and Industry,  
New Delhi.

l    l    l

l    l    l

 nppa matters

Updating the provisional list of Overcharging Cases (OC) 
under litigation relating to DPCO, 1979, 1987, 1995  

and 2013 - reg.
NPPA Office Memorandum dated 11th January 2021

To,
IDMA, BDMA, OPPI, IPA, AIMED, MTAI, FICCI, CII.

1.	 The undersigned is directed to refer to the subject 
cited above and to state that NPPA has taken up an 
exercise to update the database in respect of OC 
cases under litigation relating to DPCO, 1979, 1987, 
1995 and 2013. The data available in respect of such 
OC cases has been updated.

2.	 It has been decided to upload the provisional list of 
OC cases under litigation on the website of NPPA, 
so that companies involved may see the status of 
their case and if there is any discrepancy in the 
provisional list, the concerned companies may 
provide appropriate information/feedback. Such 
feedback from the companies would help in timely 
updation and reconciliation of data.

3.	 Feedback from companies, seeking any modifications 
in the provisional list, should be appropriately backed 
by supporting documents. The interest amount in 
respect of cases included in the provisional list have 

been updated, wherever possible, upto 30.11.2020. 
Any payment/part-payment made has been adjusted 
from Overcharged amount while updating the 
interest, due to which in some cases the date of 
updation of interest may vary.

4.	 The concerned companies may provide their 
feedback, within 15 days from the date of 
publication of this provisional list on the website 
of NPPA.

F.No.28 (01)/2020/Div-IV/NPPA

Rakesh Pandey,   
Joint Director (OC),   

National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority,   
Department of Pharmaceuticals,   

Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers,   
New Delhi.

(List not reproduced here. Concerned Members may access 
the list on NPPA website with the link provided below:

Provisional-List-of-OC-cases-under-lit igation.pdf 
(nppaindia.nic.in)
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Government NOTIFICATIONS

Government notifes Unique Health Identifier Rules, 2021
MoH&FW Notification G.S.R.3(E), dated 1st January, 2021

Whereas, the use of Aadhaar authentication in the 
interest of good governance and enabling access to 
services enables beneficiaries to get the service directly 
in a convenient and seamless manner and the voluntary 
use of Aadhaar provides a convenient way to prove one’s 
identity to obtain services provided by the Central, State 
or Union territory Governments;

And whereas, the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare (hereinafter referred to as the Ministry) in the 
Government of India intends to create Unique Health 
Identifier (UHID) for identification and authentication of 
beneficiaries in various health IT applications implemented 
by the Ministry;

And whereas, UHID will facilitate integration of health 
data across various applications and create longitudinal 
Electronic Health Record (EHR) for citizens besides 
allowing de-duplication in various health services provided 
by Ministry;

And whereas, the creation of UHID will be voluntary;

And whereas, sub-clause (ii) of clause (b) of  
sub-section (4) of section 4 of the Aadhaar (Targeted 
Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and 
Services) Act, 2016 (18 of 2016) (hereinafter referred to 
as the Aadhaar Act, 2016) allows an entity to perform 
authentication, if the Authority is satisfied that the 
requesting entity is permitted to offer authentication 
services under the provisions of any other law made by 
Parliament or seeking authentication for such purpose, as 
the Central Government in consultation with the Authority 
may provide by rules.

Now, Therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by 
clause (aa) of sub-section (2) of section 53 of the Aadhaar 
Act, 2016, the Central Government in consultation with the 
Authority makes the following rules, namely:-

1.	 Short title and Commencement: 

(1)	 These rules may be called as the Unique Health 
Identifier Rules, 2021.

(2)	 They shall come into force on the date of their 
publication in the Official Gazette.

2.	 Purpose: Aadhaar authentication shall be used 
on voluntary basis, for establishing Unique Health 
Identifier for identification and authentication of 
beneficiaries in various Health IT applications under 
Aadhaar Authentication for Good Governance 
(Social Welfare, Innovation, Knowledge) Rules, 
2020 read with sub clause (ii) of clause (b) of 
sub-section (4) of section 4 of the Aadhaar Act, 
2016.

3.	 Entities allowed for Aadhaar authentication: 
Entities which are desirous of allowing voluntary 
Aadhaar authentication as one of the options for 
users to create health ID, share health information 
under various Health IT applications shall be 
permitted to do so and the extant regulations in 
this regard shall be applicable to all entities and 
transactions.

4.	A uthentication User Agency (AUA) or KYC User 
Agency (KUA)- The Ministry will be the AUA or KUA 
for the purpose of providing Aadhaar authentication 
services to all health IT application to create UHID 
for identification and authentication of beneficiaries 
in various health IT applications. Instructions for 
the entities may be issued separately through an 
administrative order or circular.

5.	N o denial of health service: Since use of Aadhaar 
authentication service for creation of UHID is 
voluntary, no denial of health service provisioning 
in default shall be allowed.

6.	 Documents permitted for creation of UHID: The 
Ministry may by an order in writing allow additional 
identified documents for creation of UHID and health 
service delivery.

F.No.T-21016/311/2020-eHealth

Lav Agarwal, Joint Secretary,  
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,  

(E-Health Section),  
New Delhi.

l    l    l
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  Ethylene Glycol (Quality Control) Order, 2020 amended 
(2nd Amendment of 2020) - reg.

Chemicals & Fertilizers Notification No.S.O.4781(E), dated 24th December, 2020
(Published in the Gazette of India on 31st December, 2020)

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 16 of 
the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016 (11 of 2016), 
the Central Government, after consulting the Bureau of 
Indian Standards, is of the opinion that it is necessary so 
to do in the public interest, hereby makes the following 
order to amend the Ethylene Glycol (Quality Control) 
Order, 2020, namely:-

1.	 (1) Short title and commencement:

 (1)	This order may be called the Ethylene Glycol 
(Quality Control) Amendment Order, 
2020.

(2)	 It shall come in the force on the date of its 
publication in the Official Gazette.

2.	 In the Ethylene Glycol (Quality Control) Order, 2020, 
in paragraph 1, for sub-paragraph (2), the following 
sub-paragraph shall be substituted, namely:- 

	 “(2) This order shall come into force on the expiry 
of one hundred and eighty days from the date of its 
publication in the Official Gazette.

F.No.PC-II-46016/6/2020-Tech.CPC

Kashi Nath Jha, Joint Secretary, Department of Chemicals and 
Petrochemicals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, New 
Delhi.

Note : The Principal Order was published in the Gazette of India, 
Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-Section (ii) vide notification 
number S.O.2184(E), dated the 29th June, 2020 and subsequent 
amend vide number S.O.2402(E), dated the 15th July, 2020.

l    l    l

l    l    l

Ether (Quality Control) Order, 2020 amended  
(1st Amendment of 2020) - reg.

Chemicals & Fertilizers Notification No.S.O.4782(E), dated 24th December, 2020
(Published in the Gazette of India on 31st December, 2020)

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 16 of 
the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016 (11 of 2016), 
the Central Government, after consulting the Bureau of 
Indian Standards, is of the opinion that it is necessary so 
to do in the public interest, hereby makes the following 
order to amend the Ether (Quality Control) Order, 2020, 
namely:-

1.	 (1) Short title and commencement

(1)	 This order may be called the Ether (Quality 
Control) Amendment Order, 2020.

(2) It shall come in the force on the date of its 
publication in the Official Gazette.

2.	 In the Ether (Quality Control) Order, 2020, in 
paragraph 1, for sub-paragraph (2), the following 
sub-paragraph shall be substituted, namely:-

	 “(2) This order shall come into force on the expiry 
of one hundred and eighty days from the date of its 
publication in the Official Gazette.

F.No.PC-II-46016/6/2020-Tech.CPC

Kashi Nath Jha, Joint Secretary, Department of Chemicals and 
Petrochemicals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, New 
Delhi.

Note : The Principal Order was published in the Gazette of India, 
Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-Section (ii) vide notification 
number S.O.2183(E), dated the 29th June, 2020.
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In exercise of the powers conferred by section 16 of 
the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016 (11 of 2016), 
the Central Government, after consulting the Bureau of 
Indian Standards, is of the opinion that it is necessary so 
to do in the public interest, hereby makes the following 
order to amend the Toluene (Quality Control) Order, 2020, 
namely:-

1.	 (1) Short title and commencement:

(1)	 This order may be called the Toluene (Quality 
Control) Amendment Order, 2020.

(2)	 It shall come in the force on the date of its 
publication in the Official Gazette.

2.	 In the Toluene (Quality Control) Order, 2020, in 
paragraph 1, for sub-paragraph (2), the following 
sub-paragraph shall be substituted, namely:-

	 “(2) This order shall come into force on the expiry 
of one hundred and eighty days from the date of its 
publication in the Official Gazette.

F.No.PC-II-46016/6/2020-Tech.CPC

Kashi Nath Jha, Joint Secretary, Department of Chemicals and 
Petrochemicals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, New 
Delhi.

Note : The Principal Order was published in the Gazette of India, 
Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-Section (ii) vide notification 
number S.O.2186(E), dated the 29th June, 2020.

l    l    l

Toluene (Quality Control) Order, 2020 amended  
(1st Amendment of 2020) - reg.

Chemicals & Fertilizers Notification No.S.O.4784(E), dated 24th December, 2020
(Published in the Gazette of India on 31st December, 2020)

 Terephthalic Acid (Quality Control) Order, 2020 amended 
(1st Amendment of 2020) - reg.

Chemicals & Fertilizers Notification No.S.O.4785(E), dated 24th December, 2020
(Published in the Gazette of India on 31st December, 2020)

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 16 of 
the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016 (11 of 2016), 
the Central Government, after consulting the Bureau of 
Indian Standards, is of the opinion that it is necessary so 
to do in the public interest, hereby makes the following 
order to amend the Terephthalic Acid (Quality Control) 
Order, 2020, namely:-

1.	 (1) Short title and commencement:

 (1)	This order may be called the Terephthalic Acid 
(Quality Control) Amendment Order, 2020.

(2)	 It shall come in the force on the date of its 
publication in the Official Gazette.

2.	 In the Terephthalic Acid (Quality Control) Order, 2020, 
in paragraph 1, for sub-paragraph (2), the following 
sub-paragraph shall be substituted, namely:-

	 “(2) This order shall come into force on the expiry 
of one hundred and eighty days from the date of its 
publication in the Official Gazette.

F.No.PC-II-46016/6/2020-Tech.CPC

Kashi Nath Jha, Joint Secretary, Department of Chemicals and 
Petrochemicals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, New 
Delhi.

Note : The Principal Order was published in the Gazette of India, 
Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-Section (ii) vide notification 
number S.O.2185(E), dated the 29th June, 2020

l    l    l
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Phthalic Anhydride (Quality Control) Order, 2020  
amended (1st Amendment of 2020) - reg.

Chemicals & Fertilizers Notification No.S.O.4792(E), dated 24th December, 2020
(Published in the Gazette of India on 31st December, 2020)

l    l    l

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 16 and 
section 17 of the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 2016 
(11 of 2016), the Central Government, after consulting 
the Bureau of Indian Standards, is of the opinion that it is 
necessary so to do in the public interest, hereby makes the 
following order to amend the Phthalic Anhydride (Quality 
Control) Order, 2020, namely:-

1.	 (1) Short title and commencement:

(1)	 This order may be called the Phthalic 
Anhydride (Quality Control) Amendment 
Order, 2020.

(2)	 It shall come in the force on the date of its 
publication in the Official Gazette.

2.	 In the Phthalic Anhydride (Quality Control) Order, 
2020, in paragraph 1, for sub-paragraph (2), the 
following sub-paragraph shall be substituted, 
namely:-

	 “(2) This order shall come into force on the expiry 
of one hundred and eighty days from the date of its 
publication in the Official Gazette.

F.No.PC-II-46016/15/2018-PC-II

Kashi Nath Jha, Joint Secretary, Department of Chemicals and 
Petrochemicals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, New 
Delhi.

Note : The Principal Order was published in the Gazette of India, 
Extraordinary, Part II, Section 3, Sub-Section (ii) vide notification 
number S.O.1402(E), dated the 23rd April, 2020.

In Lok Sabha

Promotion and Guidance on Health 
Research

Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No. 2186

Dr Pritam Gopinath Munde:

Shri Chandra Sekhar Sahu:

Q. Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE 
be pleased to state;

(a):	 whether the Government has implemented ‘Grant-
in-aid scheme for Inter-sectoral convergence and 
co-ordination for promotion and guidance on health 
research as a flagship programme;

(b):	 if so, the details thereof;

(c):	 the priority area identified for research under this 
flagship programme;

PARLIAMENT NEWS

In Lok Sabha & In Rajya Sabha

(d):	 the financial assistance for carrying out research 
studies in identified areas for each State/UT since 
its inception; and

(e):	 the extent to which the research studies are beneficial 
to the public health?

Answered on 23rd September 2020
A.	 (a) & (b): Yes. Department of Health Research 

provides support for research projects in the form of 
Grant-in-aid under ‘Grant-in-Aid (GIA) Scheme for 
Inter-Sectoral Convergence and Coordination for 
Promotion and Guidance on Health Research’ for 
carrying out research studies across the country to 
identify the existing knowledge gap and to translate 
the existing health leads into deliverable products.

	 (c): Some of the priorities areas identified for research 
under the said scheme are as follows:

1.	 Research Studies in areas relevant to Public 
Health:



	

IDMA Bulletin LII (02) 08 to 14 January 2021	 13

2.	 Programme for Translational Research:

3.	 Programme for Inter-sectoral Co-ordination 
including funding of joint projects:

4.	 Programme for Comparative/cost effectiveness 
analysis for public health choice.

5.	 Additional priorities areas include the following:

(i):	 Innovation in Health Technologies.

(ii):	 Health Technology.

(iii):	 Environment and Health.

(iv):	 Studies on emerging pathogens: outbreak/
epidemics potential including COVID-19.

(v):	 GIS based disease mapping/ surveillance.

	 (d): A statement containing State/UT-wise details of 
financial assistance approved to research studies 
since inception of the scheme is laid on the Table of 
the House. (Not reproduced here).

	 (e): Under the scheme, research projects having 
public health relevance were given priority for 
support. Many products/kit/assays/technologies 
were developed under the project to whom financial 
assistance was provided. A statement containing the 
outcomes of GIA Scheme in brief is laid on the Table 
of the House.

The Minister of State in the Ministry of Health And 
Family Welfare (Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey)

CSIR Reports in Public Domain
Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No.2211

Shri Vellalath Kochukrishnan Nair:

Shri V K Sreekandan:

Q. Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY be 
pleased to state;

(a): 	 whether the annual reports of the Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research (CSIR) have not been made 
available in public domain during the last five years; 
and

(b):	 if so, the reasons therefor and the time by which 
these reports are likely to be made available for public 
scrutiny?

Answered on 23rd September 2020
A.	 (a) & (b): Yes, Sir. As per Rule-68 and 69 of the 

CSIR Rules & Regulations, draft of the Annual 

Report thereon shall be placed before the CSIR 
Society for its consideration and approval before 
the same are placed on the Table of House of 
the Parliament. The Annual Reports and Annual 
Accounts of the CSIR for the financial years 2014-
15; 2015-16; 2016-17 and 2017-18 (four years) 
had been approved by the Governing Body (GB), 
CSIR in its 187th; 189th; 190th and 191st meetings 
held on 01.06.2016; 21.11.2017; 20.12.2018 
and 26.04.2019 respectively. The CSIR Society 
which was reconstituted and notified vide OM 
No.01.01.2016/2019-PD dated 07.11.2019 in its 
meeting held on 14.02.2020 had approved the 
Annual Reports of CSIR for the years 2014-15;  
2015-16; 2016-17 and 2017-18 which will be 
placed on the Table of House of the Parliament in 
the ongoing monsoon session of the parliament. 
After the laying on the Table of the House of the 
parliament, the Annual Reports of CSIR for the years  
2014-15; 2015-16; 2016-17 and 2017-18 will be 
made available in the public domain.

Minister of Health and Family Welfare; Minister of 
Science and Technology; and Minister of Earth 

Sciences (Dr Harsh Vardhan)

Vaccine for COVID-19
Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No: 2235

Shri T N Prathapan:

Shri Y S Avinash Reddy:

Q. Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE 
be pleased to state;

(a):	 whether the Government has taken note that many 
organizations are claiming that a vaccine has been 
invented/developed to control Corona Virus in the 
country;

(b):	 if so, the details thereof;

(c):	 whether the Government has examined their claims, 
if so, the details thereof;

(d):	 if not, the steps being taken by the Government to 
produce vaccine at the earliest?

Answered on 23rd September 2020
A.	 (a) to (d): Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation 

(CDSCO) has informed that as on date no COVID-19 
vaccine has been approved for manufacture/import 
and marketing in the country.
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	 CDSCO has granted test license permission for 
manufacture of COVID-19 Vaccine for preclinical 
test, examination and analysis to the following 
manufacturers in India:

1.	 M/s Serum Institute of India Pvt Ltd., Pune.

2.	 Ms Cadila Healthcare Ltd., Ahmadabad.

3.	 M/s Bharat Biotech International Ltd., Hyderabad.

4.	 Biological E Ltd., Hyderabad.

5.	 M/s Reliance Life Sciences Pvt Ltd., Mumbai.

6.	 M/s Aurbindo Pharma Limited, Hyderabad.

7.	 M/s Gennova Biopharmaceuticals Limited, Pune.

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), an 
autonomous organisation under the Department of Health 
Research, has informed that it is facilitating the following 
studies related to COVID-19 vaccines:

(i):		  An inactivated whole virion candidate vaccine 
(BBV152) for SARS-CoV-2 has been developed 
by Bharat Biotech International Ltd (BBIL) using 
the virus isolate (NIV-2020-770) provided by 
ICMR-National Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune. 
Characterization of the vaccine candidate has 
been undertaken at ICMR-NIV followed by 
safety and tolerability studies in small animals 
like rats, mice and rabbits. Status of Clinical 
Trials is as follows:

•	 	Phase I Clinical Trials alongwith parallel studies 
in hamsters and rhesus macaques have been 
completed. The trial has revealed excellent 
safety of the candidate vaccine. Immunogenicity 
testing is in progress.

•	 Phase II Clinical Trials are ongoing.

	 (ii): A DNA vaccine (ZyCov-D) has been 
developed by Cadila Healthcare Ltd. Pre- clincial 
toxicity studies were conducted in small animals: 
mice, rats, rabbits and guinea pigs. The vaccine 
has been found to be safe and immunogenic. 
Cadila has partnered with ICMR for conduct of 
parallel pre-clinical studies in rhesus macaques. 
Status of Clinical Trialsis as follows:

•	 Phase I Clinical Trialshave been completed. 
The trial has revealed excellent safety of the 
candidate vaccine. Immunogenicity testing is 
in progress.

•	 Phase II Clinical Trials are ongoing.

	 (iii): Serum Institute of India (SII) and ICMR have 
partnered for clinical development of two global 
vaccine candidates:

• 	 ChAdOx1-S, which is a non-replicating viral 
vector vaccine developed by University of 
Oxford/AstraZeneca. This vaccine is undergoing 
phase III Clinical Trials in Brazil. Phase II/III 
bridging studies have been initiated by ICMR 
at 14 Clinical Trial sites. ICMR-National Institute 
for Research in Tuberculosis (NIRT), Chennai 
is the lead institution.

	 ICMR and SII have also partnered for clinical 
development of a glycoprotein subunit nanoparticle 
adjuvanted vaccine developed by Novavax from 
USA. The trial will be initiated in second half of 
October after the vaccine is manufactured by SII. 
The trial is led by ICMR-National AIDS Research 
Institute (NARI), Pune.

	 As per details provided by Department of 
Biotechnology (DBT)/Department of Science 
and Technology (DST), more than 30 
vaccine candidates have been supported 
which are in different stages of development. 
While the Government and Industry are trying 
their best to make available a safe and effective 
vaccine for COVID-19 at the earliest, it is difficult 
to comment on the exact timelines in view of 
various complex pathways involved in vaccine 
development.

The Minister of State in the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare (Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey)

National Biopharma Mission
Lok Sabha Unstarred Question No.2268

Shri Ravindra Shyamnarayan alias Ravi 
Kishan Shukla:

Shri Nayab Singh:

Shri John Barla:

Shri Gajendra Singh Patel:

Q. Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY be 
pleased to state;

(a):	 the details of the aims and objectives and the goals 
set by the Government under National Biopharma 
Mission (NBM);
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(b):	 the details of the efforts being made by the Government 
under NBM for promoting entrepreneurship and 
indigenous manufacturing;

(c):	 the manner in which the Government is boosting 
innovation in the country to attain inclusivity; 
and

(d):	 whether any projects/activities are also being 
undertaken under NBM in Haryana, if so, the details 
thereof?

Answered on 23rd September 2020
A:	 (a) :The National Biopharma Mission was approved 

by the Cabinet in 2017 with an aim to transform 
the health standards of the country through 
affordable product development and bring 5-7 
biopharmaceutical products closer to market. 
Objectives and goals of the Mission are a. Specific 
Product development under vaccines, biosimilars and 
medical devices b. Building shared infrastructure for 
product testing, characterization and manufacturing  
c. Promoting scientific research through establishment 
of translational research consortia and development 
of novel biopharmaceuticals and devices d. skill 
development though trainings e. creating and 
enhancing technology transfer and intellectual 
property management.

	 (b): The Mission is supporting small and medium 
enterprises for biopharmaceutical product 
development, enhancing industry academia interlink 
ages and providing opportunities to translate 
knowledge into products/technologies for vaccines, 
biotherapeutics, devices and diagnostics. The 
indigenous manufacturing is promoted through the 
supported shared facilities for process optimization, 
clinical grade manufacturing of Biologics, Analytical 
testing labs, cell line repository, prototyping facilities, 
large animal testing facilities and medTech zone for 
manufacturing devices and diagnostics at large scale. 
These high capital facilities provide easy access to 
equipment and infrastructure thus encouraging 
indigenous manufacturing. Technology transfer offices 
have been established to support technology transfer 
and support entrepreneurship.

	 (c): Financial and mentorship support has been 
provided to industry and academia for indigenous 
product development. This includes projects on 

development of components of upstream and 
downstream biologics manufacturing, such as 
engineered cell lines, media, resins and bioreactors 
which are currently in-licensed, requiring huge 
capital. To boost innovation, Mission is also 
supporting development of novel biologics, novel 
vaccines and medical devices like MRI, ventilators, 
diagnostic probes and Medical grade camera.

	 (d): Five projects are being supported in Haryana, 
3 projects in Faridabad district (for Medical Device 
and Translational Research Consortia) and 2 in 
Gurgaon district (for Medical device and Clinical 
Trial network).

Minister of Health and Family Welfare; Minister of 
Science and Technology; and Minister of Earth 

Sciences (Dr Harsh Vardhan)

In Rajya Sabha
Assistance to Bulk Drug Industry for 

Common Facility Centre Scheme
Rajya Sabha Question No.1468

Shri V Vijayasai Reddy:

Q. Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be 
pleased to state;

(a):	 whether it is a fact that Government has given final 
approval for setting up of common facility Centre 
under “Assistance to Bulk Drug Industry for Common 
Facility Centre” scheme to Medical Device Industry 
in the State of Andhra Pradesh;

(b):	 whether is it also a fact that an amount of Rs.25 crore 
has been finally approved for Andhra Pradesh; and

(c):	 if not, the reasons for the delay in releasing the 
money and by when Government is going to release 
the same?

Answered on 23rd September 2020
A.	 (a): Yes Sir.

	 (b): Yes Sir.

	 (c): An amount of Rs. 7.49 crore has been released 
to AMTZ as 1st instalment (30% of total) of the central 
assistance.

Minister In The Ministry Of Chemicals & 
Fertilizers (Shri D V Sadananda Gowda) 
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Engaging Essential Medicines under 
Price Control Regime

Rajya Sabha Question No.1472 : 
Lt Gen (Dr) Devender Paul Vats:

Shri Vijay Pal Singh Tomar:

Q. Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be 
pleased to state;-

(a):	 the details of the total number of Essential Medicines 
which are so far covered under the price control 
mechanism;

(b):	 whether Government has any proposal to bring in 
all the Essential Medicines under the price control 
regime to protect the interests of the patients; and

(c):	 if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons 
therefor?

Answered on 23rd September 2020
A.	 (a):  The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority 

(NPPA) fixes the ceiling prices of Scheduled 
medicines which are specified in the National List 
of Essential Medicines (NLEM) and are included 
in Scheduled of the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 
2013 (DPCO, 2013).There were 348 medicines 
in the NLEM, 2011 which were included in the 
Scheduled of the DPCO, 2013. The NPPA fixed 
the ceiling prices of 530 scheduled formulations 
of such medicines based on market based pricing 
methodology.

	 Schedule-I of the DPCO, 2013 was amended by 
adopting NLEM, 2015 consisting of 377 medicines. 
The NPPA has fixed the ceiling prices of 871 
scheduled formulations of medicines under NLEM, 
2015. The fixation of Ceiling price includes ceiling 
price of Cardiac Stents under Para 19 of the DPCO, 
2013 resulting in price reduction for Coronary Stents 
worked out up to 85% for Bare Metal Stents and 74% 
for Drug Eluting Stents.

	 Besides Cardiac Stents, Knee Implants, 106 anti-
diabetic and cardiovascular medicines and 42 
non-scheduled anti-cancer medicines have also 
been brought under price rationalisation in public 
interest by exercising extra-ordinary powers under 
the DPCO, 2013.

	 (b) & (c): The fixation of the ceiling prices by the 
NPPA is an on-going process. As and when the 
formulations are included in the National List of 
Essential Medicines (NLEM), their prices are fixed 
by the NPPA.

Minister in the Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers 
(Shri D V Sadananda Gowda)

Bulk drug parks
Rajya Sabha Question No.1478

Shri B Lingaiah Yadav:

Q. Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be 
pleased to state:

(a): 	 whether Government has proposed norms for 
location of bulk drug parks in the county; and

(b):	 if so, the details thereof and the progress made 
therein?

Answered on 23rd September 2020
A.	 (a) & (b): The guidelines of the "Promotion of Bulk 

Drug Parks" scheme were released on 27th July, 

2020. Under this scheme, financial assistance will 

be provided to the State implementing agencies for 

creation of common infrastructure facilities in Bulk 

Drug Parks to be developed by State Governments. 

Three Bulk Drug parks will be financed under the 

scheme. As per scheme guidelines, the State 

Government before submitting a proposal under 

this scheme, should identify a suitable location 

for the park keeping in mind various factors viz, 

environmental pollution, assured availability of power, 

assured availability of water, transport connectivity 

with railways, national highway, port, airport, etc. 

The identified location should be well away from eco-

sensitive zone of protected areas. Further, the States 

will also be evaluated on few parameters of location 

norms as mentioned in point 5 & 7 of Appendix-1 of 

the guidelines. The scheme guidelines are available 

on the website of the department under the tab titled 

'schemes'.

Minister in the Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers 
(Shri D V Sadananda Gowda)
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Import of Active Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients (APIs)

Rajya Sabha Question No.1481
Shri Anand Sharma:

Q. Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 
be pleased to state;

(a):	 whether it is a fact that Indian Pharma industry has 
been dependent on China for imports of Active 
Pharmaceutcal Ingredients (APIs) from China;

(b):	 if so, the details and percentage of imported APIs 
used for production of life saving medicines and 
injectables; and

(c):	 the steps taken by Government to ensure that Indian 
pharma industry is not deprived of supply of essential 
ingredients for the production of critical medicines 
and injectables?

Answered on 23rd September 2020
A.	 (a) & (b): Many raw materials are imported from China, 

for manufacturing of medicine. As per available data 
from the various Port Offices of the Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organization (CDSCO), the details 
of the percentage of raw materials imported from 
China are as under:-

Year Percentage (in terms of value)

2017-18 68.62%

2018-19 66.53%

2019-20 72.40%

	 (c): With a view to attain self-reliance and reduce import 
dependence in APIs/Bulk drugs, the department of 
pharmaceuticals has rolled out two schemes viz 
(i) “Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for 
promotion of domestic manufacturing of critical Key 
Starting Materials (KSMs)/ Drug Intermediates (DIs) 
and Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs) In 
India” and (ii) “Promotion of Bulk Drug Parks”. The 
guidelines of both the schemes were released on 
27th July, 2020. These guidelines are available on 
the website of the department.

Minister in the Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers 
(Shri D V Sadananda Gowda)

Export Promotion Councils
Rajya Sabha Question No. 1484 

Dr Vinay P Sahasrabuddhe:

Q. Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY  be 
pleased to state :-

(a):	 the number of Export Promotion Councils (EPCs) 
that have been created by the Ministry, the details 
thereof;

(b):	 the kind of work that has been done by these EPCs 
during the last five years; and

(c):	 whether there has ever been any audit of their 
performance, the details thereof?

Answered on 23rd September 2020
A.	 (a) to (c): Export Promotion Councils (EPCs) are 

organizations of exporters, set up under the Societies 
Registration Act/ Companies Act, with the objective 
of promoting Indian exports. The councils are 
responsible for promotion of a particular group 
of products/ projects/services as given in 
Appendix 2T of the Foreign Trade Policy (FTP) 
2015-2020. The  list of 14 such EPCs affiliated 
to the Department of Commerce is at Annexure. 
Regular joint meetings with the councils to 
facilitate interactions with exporters and assess 
performance of the councils are held. The 
accounts of the councils are subject to mandatory 
audit. The review reports of performance of the 
councils are laid in the Parliament along with 
Annual Report each year.

Annexure

LIST OF EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCILS 
AFFILIATED TO DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

1.	 Basic Chemicals, Cosmetics & Dyes Export 
Promotion Council (Chemexcil). Mumbai

2.	 Cashew Export Promotion Council of India (CEPCI), 
Kollam, Kerala

3.	 Chemical and Allied Products Export Promotion 
Council (Capexil), Kolkata

4.	 Council for Leather Exports (CLE), Chennai

5.	 EEPC India, Kolkata
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6.	 Export Promotion Council for EoUs and SEZs 
(EPCES), New Delhi

7.	 Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion Council (GJEPC), 
Mumbai

8.	 Indian Oilseeds & Produce Export Promotion Council 
(IOPEPC), Mumbai

9.	 Pharmaceuticals Export Promotion Council 
(Pharmexcil), Hyderabad

10.	 Plastics Export Promotion Council (Plexconcil), 
Mumbai

11.	 Project Export Promotion Council (PEPC), New Delhi

12.	 Services Export Promotion Council (SEPC), New 
Delhi

13.	 Shellac & Forest Products Export Promotion Council 
(Shefexil), Kolkata

14.	 Sports Goods Export Promotion Council (SGEPC), 
New Delhi

The Minister of Commerce and Industry  
(Shri Piyush Goyal)

Incentives to industries to Boost 
Economic Growth

Rajya Sabha Question No. 1487
Shri T G Venkatesh:

Q. Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY  be 
pleased to state;

(a):	 whether measures are being undertaken by the 
Ministry to instil confidence in the industries, 
considering the slow pace of economic growth in the 
country;

(b):	 if so, the details thereof, if not, the reasons therefor; 
and

(c):	 whether the Ministry has studied the impact of recent 
economic slowdown that has been reported and is 
prevalent in other parts of the world?

Answered on 23rd September 2020
A.	 (a) & (b):	 Promotion of industries is a continuous 

and ongoing effort of the Government. Various steps 
in addition to ongoing schemes to boost domestic 
and foreign investment in India have been taken to 

instil confidence in the industries. These include 
the National Infrastructure Pipeline, Reduction 
in Corporate Tax, easing liquidity problems of 
NBFCs and Banks, policy measures to boost 
domestic manufacturing. Government of India 
has also promoted domestic manufacturing of 
goods through public procurement orders, Phased 
Manufacturing Programme (PMP), Schemes for 
Production Linked Incentives of various Ministries. 
Also, Atmanirbhar Package to boost Industrial 
growth has been announced by the Government for 
Rs. 20.97 lakh crore with bold reforms in a number 
of sectors. 

	 With a view to support, facilitate and provide 
investor friendly ecosystem to investors investing in 
India, an Empowered Group of Secretaries (EGoS) 
and Project Development Cells (PDCs) have set 
up in all concerned Ministries/Departments to 
fast track investment in coordination between the 
Central Government and State Governments and 
thereby grow the pipeline of investible projects in 
India to increase domestic investment and FDI 
inflow. A centralized Investment Clearance Cell 
is being created, which would provide end-to-end 
facilitation support. GIS mapping of available land 
banks has been developed and several steps 
taken to improve Ease of Doing Business including 
simplification and rationalization of existing 
processes.

(c):	 As per IMF's World Economic Outlook (WEO) (June 
2020), in the year 2020, global economic growth is 
projected to contract by 4.9 percent. Most economies 
in the group are forecasted to contract this year, 
including the United States (— 8.0 percent), Japan 
(-5.8 percent), the United Kingdom (-10.2 percent), 
Germany (-7.8 percent), France (-12.5 percent), Italy 
(-12.8 percent), and Spain (-12.8 percent). 

	 As per the Global Economic Prospects Report (June 
2020) of the World Bank, global GDP is expected to 
contract by 5.2 percent in 2020, the deepest global 
recession in eight decades, despite unprecedented 
policy support.

The Minister of Commerce & Industry  
(Shri Piyush Goyal)

l    l    l
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In exercise of the powers conferred by section 14 of 
the Customs Act, 1962 (52 of 1962), and in supersession 
of the Notification No.113/2020-Customs(N.T.), dated  
17th December, 2020 except as respects things done or 
omitted to be done before such supersession, the Central 
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs hereby determines 
that the rate of exchange of conversion of each of the 
foreign currencies specified in column (2) of each of 
Schedule I and Schedule II annexed hereto, into Indian 
currency or vice versa, shall, with effect from 8th January, 
2021, be the rate mentioned against it in the corresponding 
entry in column (3) thereof, for the purpose of the said 
section, relating to imported and export goods.

SCHEDULE-I 

Sr. 
No. 

Foreign 
Currency

Rate of exchange of one 
unit of foreign currency 

equivalent to Indian Rupees
(1) (2) (3)
  (a) (b) 

  (For Imported 
Goods) 

(For Exported 
Goods) 

1. Australian Dollar 58.30 55.90

2. Bahraini Dinar 200.35 188.05

3. Canadian Dollar 58.75 56.70

4. Chinese Yuan 11.50 11.15

5. Danish Kroner 12.35 11.90

6. EURO 91.80 88.60

7. Hong Kong Dollar 9.60 9.25

8. Kuwaiti Dinar 249.20 233.60

9. New Zealand Dollar 54.75 52.35

10. Norwegian Kroner 8.85 8.55

11. Pound Sterling 101.20 97.80

12. Qatari Riyal 20.75 19.45

13.
Saudi Arabian 
Riyal

20.15 18.90

14. Singapore Dollar 56.45 54.55

15.
South African 
Rand

5.00 4.70

16. Swedish Kroner 9.15 8.80

17. Swiss Franc 85.00 81.50

18. Turkish Lira 10.30 9.70

19. UAE Dirham 20.55 19.30

20. US Dollar 74.00 72.30

SCHEDULE-II

Sr. 
No.  

Foreign 
Currency 

Rate of exchange of 100 
units of foreign currency 

equivalent to Indian Rupees 
1. Japanese Yen 72.30 69.60

2. Korean Won 6.95 6.50

F.No.468/01/2021-Cus.V  
Rathakrishnan Ananth, Under Secretary, Central Board of 
Indirect Taxes and Customs, Department of Revenue, Ministry 
of Finance, New Delhi.

CBIC matters

CBIC notifies New Exchange Rates  
w.e.f. 08th January 2021 - reg.

Notification No.03/2021-Customs (N.T.), dated 07th January, 2021

l    l    l
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The  Pharmaceut ica l 
sector  was  one  of  the 
sectors which had to work 
through lockdowns, with 
less staff and sometimes 
more production. This has 
spurred many companies to 
think of the contactless way 
to maintenance, i.e. remote 
maintenance. What is the 

value proposition of digital energy systems for the 
Pharma sector?

While many Pharma companies had already started 
to build their digital capabilities, the Government imposed 
lockdown because of the COVID-19 pandemic has 
further spurred the adoption of digital technology in the 
sector. Many companies see this as an opportunity as 
they are going contactless to manage operations such 
as maintenance, supply chain management, production 
etc. For Plant Managers in the Pharma industry achieving 
energy efficiency is a strategic goal. Achieving energy 
efficiency reduces manufacturing costs as well as its 
environmental emissions.

At Schneider Electric, we provide the best conditions 
for manufacturing operations in Pharma companies 
through our environmental management system.

With this, we help our customers create future-ready 
Pharma manufacturing and biotech facilities while making 
the production environment comply with requirements and 
regulations.

We also enable guided remote maintenance using our 
solution that helps our customer to automate operation 
and progress toward predictive maintenance.

Besides, this system records data in a tamper-
resistant, high-integrity format with store-and-forward 
functionality, for reliable regulatory auditing.

interview

We help our customers create future-ready pharma 
manufacturing and Biotech facilities

Sanjay Sudhakaran, VP, Digital Energy, Schneider Electric India expands on the value proposition of digital 
energy systems for the Pharma sector, giving some examples of how companies achieved RoI on this investment, 

in an interaction with Viveka Roychowdhury

What are the Costs and Timelines to Deployment?

We offer our clients future-ready life sciences solutions 
to help them design a strategy, deliver efficiency in 
their facilities and sustain results over time through l 
ong-term partnerships. We offer adaptable architecture 
to our customers allowing them to select segregated or 
integrated BMS and EMS architectures dependent on-site 
requirements.

Our flexible architecture optimises OpEx costs 
with straight forward accessibility to the BMS segment 
compared to integrated architecture. Our customers can 
achieve reduced risks and costs in a stringent and evolving 
regulatory framework.

What are the levels of services and engagement 
with companies?

The vendor-agnostic services provided by our 
skilled professionals protect our customer’s entire 
critical infrastructure, helping to assess risk, implement 
cyber-specific solutions and maintain onsite defence 
over time. Availing these services our customers can 
avoid costly regulatory fines and actions and secondly, 
apply cyber security solutions from operations 
perspective while integrating appropriate IT policies 
and requirements.

Can you give some use case examples of the ROI 
of some of these systems deployed?

Definitely, one of our most successful customer 
stories is of Boston Scientific, a worldwide developer, 
manufacturer, and marketer of medical devices. They 
opened a new corporate headquarters and integrated Eco 
Struxure Building Advisor as part of a strategic initiative to 
reduce energy waste and work towards creating a more 
sustainable corporate campus. Boston Scientific has 
achieved a 40 percent reduction in avoidable cost related 
to faults. Our solution points issues, trends and averages. 
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It also prioritises issues and suggests actions which have 
resulted in a 51 percent reduction in the energy-related 
faults at Boston Scientific.

Another story is about Xcellerex, a revolutionary 
biopharma products and vaccines manufacturer, faced 
with the greatest challenge of integrating complex 

technology with ultra-high levels of functionality. With our 
Eco Struxure solution, they have achieved a higher level 
of efficiency in their plant in terms of capital investment 
reduction exceeding 60 percent and lower overall cost of 
finished products by 32 percent.

 Source: Express Pharma, 31.12.2020 (Excerpts)
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New Developments

Coronavirus: Children with COVID-19 
Reporting Multisystem Inflammatory 

Syndrome; Here’s what we know

According to doctors at the Rady Children’s 
Hospital, San Diego, there has been a huge surge in the 
number of MIS-C inflicted cases in children suffering 
from COVID-19. While the number of coronavirus cases 
continue to rise, the number of COVID cases in children 
have also increased over time. Doctors, researchers and 
medical experts are working tirelessly to treat the young 
patients. However, it is important for us to know the 
early signs and symptoms of Multisystem Inflammatory 
Syndrome.

02/4 What is Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome 
(MIS-C)?

 

Coronavirus: Children With COVID-19 
Reporting Multisystem Inflammatory 
Syndrome; Here's What We Know 
TIMESOFINDIA.COM | Last updated on - Jan 6, 2021, 11:00 IST 
 

According to doctors at the Rady Children's Hospital, San Diego, there has been a 
huge surge in the number of MIS-C inflicted cases in children suffering from 
COVID-19. While the number of coronavirus cases continue to rise, the number of 
COVID cases in children have also increased over time. Doctors, researchers and 
medical experts are working tirelessly to treat the young patients. However, it is 
important for us to know the early signs and symptoms of Multisystem 
Inflammatory Syndrome. 
02/4What is Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome (MIS-C)? 

 

The novel coronavirus has been quite forbearing towards the kids, considering 
the fact that children are less vulnerable to the deadly pathogen. However, recent 
reports have suggested an increase in the number of MIS-C cases in children 

The novel coronavirus has been quite forbearing 
towards the kids, considering the fact that children are 
less vulnerable to the deadly pathogen. However, recent 
reports have suggested an increase in the number of 

MIS-C cases in children infected with COVID-19. As per 
the research, COVID-19 can cause a serious condition 
called multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children 
(MIS-C).

While most children who have been affected by 
COVID-19 have only experienced mild symptoms, children 
who develop MIS-C condition have come up with severe 
inflammation in various organs of the body, including heart, 
lungs, blood vessels, kidneys, digestive system, brain, skin 
or eyes.

03/4 Symptoms associated with MIS-C in children

infected with COVID-19. As per the research, COVID-19 can cause a serious 
condition called multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C). 
While most children who have been affected by COVID-19 have only experienced 
mild symptoms, children who develop MIS-C condition have come up with severe 
inflammation in various organs of the body, including heart, lungs, blood vessels, 
kidneys, digestive system, brain, skin or eyes. 
03/4Symptoms associated with MIS-C in children 

 

A COVID-positive child who has developed multisystem inflammatory syndrome 
(MIS-C) may show various symptoms other than the most common signs of 
COVID-19. Here are some of the symptoms to watch out for. 
- Fever that won't go away for more than two days. 
- Abdominal pain 
- Diarrhea or vomiting 
- A rash or changes in skin color 
- Trouble in breathing 

A COVID-positive child who has developed multisystem 
inflammatory syndrome (MIS-C) may show various 
symptoms other than the most common signs of COVID-19. 
Here are some of the symptoms to watch out for.

-	 Fever that won’t go away for more than two days.

-	 Abdominal pain

-	 Diarrhea or vomiting
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-	 A rash or changes in skin color

-	 Trouble in breathing

04/4What do the authorities say?
04/4What do the authorities say? 

 

According to the CDC, since May there have been more than 1200 cases of MIS-C 
nationwide, and 23 deaths. 
Given the hike in the number of cases at Rady Children's Hospital, Dr. Jane Burns, 
the Director of the Kawasaki Disease Clinic at Rady's, said, "We're seeing a steady 
trickle of cases coming in." "It's many more than what we saw in September and 
in August," she added. 
 

According to the CDC, since May there have been 
more than 1200 cases of MIS-C nationwide, and 23 
deaths.

Given the hike in the number of cases at Rady 
Children’s Hospital, Dr Jane Burns, the Director of the 
Kawasaki Disease Clinic at Rady’s, said, “We’re seeing a 
steady trickle of cases coming in.” “It’s many more than 
what we saw in September and in August,” she added.

Source: The Times of India.Com, 06.01.2021 
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New virtual screening strategy identifies 
existing drug that inhibits  

COVID-19 virus

A novel computational drug screening strategy 
combined with lab experiments suggest that pralatrexate, 
a chemotherapy medication originally developed to treat 
lymphoma, could potentially be repurposed to treat 
COVID-19. Haiping Zhang of the Shenzhen Institutes of 
Advanced Technology in Shenzhen, China, and colleagues 
present these findings in the open-access journal PLOS 
Computational Biology.

With the COVID-19 pandemic causing illness and 
death worldwide, better treatments are urgently needed. 
One shortcut could be to repurpose existing drugs that 
were originally developed to treat other conditions. 
Computational methods can help identify such drugs 
by simulating how different drugs would interact with  
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19.

To aid virtual screening of existing drugs, Zhang and 
colleagues combined multiple computational techniques 
that simulate drug-virus interactions from different, 
complimentary perspectives. They used this hybrid 
approach to screen 1,906 existing drugs for their potential 
ability to inhibit replication of SARS-CoV-2 by targeting 
a viral protein called RNA-dependent RNA polymerase 
(RdRP).

The novel screening approach identified four promising 
drugs, which were then tested against SARS-CoV-2 in 
lab experiments. Two of the drugs, pralatrexate and 
azithromycin, successfully inhibited replication of the 
virus. Further lab experiments showed that pralatrexate 
more strongly inhibited viral replication than did remdesivir, 
a drug that is currently used to treat some COVID-19 
patients.

These findings suggest that pralatrexate could 
potentially be repurposed to treat COVID-19. However, this 
chemotherapy drug can prompt significant side effects and 
is used for people with terminal lymphoma, so immediate 
use for COVID-19 patients is not guaranteed. Still, the 
findings support the use of the new screening strategy to 
identify drugs that could be repurposed.

“We have demonstrated the value of our novel hybrid 
approach that combines deep-learning technologies with 
more traditional simulations of molecular dynamics,” 
Zhang says. He and his colleagues are now developing 
additional computational methods for generating novel 
molecular structures that could be developed into new 
drugs to treat COVID-19.

(Story: Materials provided by PLOS. Note: Content may be 
edited for style and length).

Source: PLOS, Science Daily, 31.12.2020 (Excerpts)
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national news

Hemant Kumar Pandey wins DRDO’s 
Scientist of the Year Award 

1/4/2021 Hemant Kumar Pandey wins DRDO's Scientist of the Year award - Defence News India

https://www.defenceaviationpost.com/2021/01/hemant-kumar-pandey-wins-drdos-scientist-of-the-year-award/ 1/3
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Indian scientist Hemant Kumar Pandey has been awarded DRDO’s

”Scientist of the Year Award” for his contribution in developing several

herbal medicines, including the popular drug Lukoskin.

The citation accompanying the award stated that the award recognises

his invaluable contribution to herbal medicine research and

development. It stated that Dr. Hemant Kumar Pandey has significantly

contributed to the development of five herbal products and filed seven

patents, one of which included the anti-leucoderma product.

The award was conferred to Dr. Pandey by Union Defence Minister

Rajnath Singh at an event in New Delhi. The award comprises a

certificate and cash prize worth Rs 2 lakh.

Key Highlights 

�‡�'�U�����3andey has received several prestigious awards in the past as well

for his outstanding contribution in the field of herbal medicine.

DRDO

 

 Indian scientist Hemant Kumar Pandey has been 
awarded DRDO’s ”Scientist of the Year Award” for his 
contribution in developing several herbal medicines, 
including the popular drug Lukoskin. 

The citation accompanying the award stated that the 
award recognises his invaluable contribution to herbal 
medicine Research and Development. It stated that  
Dr Hemant Kumar Pandey has significantly contributed to 
the development of five herbal products and filed seven 
patents, one of which included the anti-leucoderma 
product. 

The award was conferred to Dr Pandey by Union 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at an event in New Delhi. 
The award comprises a certificate and cash prize worth 
Rs.2 lakh. 

Key Highlights:

•	 Dr Pandey has received several prestigious awards in 
the past as well for his outstanding contribution in 
the field of herbal medicine. 

•	 He has been undertaking research at the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation’s (DRDO) 
lab and Defence Institute of Bio-Energy Research 
(DIBER) at Pithoragarh in Uttarakhand for the past 
25 years. 

•	 Though he has developed six herbal drugs so far, 
Lukoskin has been most widely appreciated and found 
huge acceptance in the market. 

•	 Besides Lukoskin, Pandey has also developed drugs 
for the treatment of eczema and toothache as well as 
an anti-radiation cream. 

•	 Most of these products are being sold in the market 
following the Transfer of Technology (ToT). 

What is Lukoskin? 

Lukoskin is a formulation of around eight herbs found 
in the Himalayan region. The drug helps in treating of 
white patches. It is marketed by the Delhi-based Aimil 
Pharmaceuticals. 

Usage:

 Lukoskin is used for treating Leucoderma or Vitiligo, 
a condition in which white patches get developed on the 
skin. Leucoderma is an auto-immune disorder and it affects 
over 5 crore people in India. The disorder is not contagious 
or life-threatening. The disorder is present in 1-2 percent 
of the population worldwide.

Source:  Jagran Josh, Defence News India, 04.01.2021
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Labour Ministry issues draft standing 
orders on work from home under new 

Industrial Relations Code: Report

  The Labour Ministry on January 1 published its 
draft standing orders on work from home for the mining, 
manufacturing and service sectors, under the new 
Industrial Relations Code. It is aimed at formalising service-
related matters in an amicable manner, as per a Ministry 
statement.

“Pursuant to Section 29 of the Industrial Relations 
Code (IRC), 2020, the Central Government has published 
the draft model standing orders for the manufacturing 
sector, mining sector and service sector,” it said.

Under the  model standing orders drafted for the 
services sector, decision on work hours for employees in 
the Information Technology (IT) space has been left up to 
employers, The Economic Times reported.

However, safeguards for the IT industry have been 
included in the services sector model in relation to 
employer computer system, unauthorised access of IT 
systems and customer or client misconduct, the news report 
noted. Money control could not independently verify the 
report. “Keeping in view the needs of the services sector, a 
separate model standing orders for the services sector has 
been prepared for the first time,” the Ministry said.


