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IDMA 54Th AnnuAl DAy CElEbrATIonS 2016

iDMA 54th Annual Day celebrations 2016 – A report
The IDMA 54th Annual Day Celebrations 2016 was 

held at Hotel St Regis, Mumbai on Saturday, 23rd January 
2016. Over 350 participants including Past Presidents, 
Members, Invitees, Award Winners, Delegates, Students, 
Press and Electronic Media actively participated in the 
Celebrations. The event was preceded by the 54thAnnual 
General Meeting wherein, over 65 members from various 
parts of the country attended. 

The Annual Day Celebrations commenced with the 
ceremonious lighting of the Lamp by the Chief Guest  
Dr V K Subburaj, Secretary, Department of Pharmaceuticals 
and other dignitaries on the dais, Guests of Honour  
Mr K B Aggarwal, Additional Secretary Department of 
Health, Mr Sudhanshu Pandey, Joint Secretary Department 
of Commerce and Mr S Eswara Reddy, Joint Drug 
Controller General (India), Mr S V Veerramani, national 
President, IDMA and Mr Mahesh Doshi, Hon General 
Secretary, IDMA. The Celebrations were facilitated by  
Mr Daara B Patel, Secretary General, IDMA.

IDMA Anthem was special ly prepared and 
played for the first time. Mr Daara Patel informed that  
Mr S R Vaidya co-ordinated the making of the Anthem 
song and video with the media solution providers. He also 
thanked Fourrts India for sponsoring the Anthem. The 
participants appreciated the Anthem with applause.

The Secretary General, Mr Daara Patel, delivering 
his opening remarks said “IDMA is a 900 Member strong 
growing family with very large, large, medium and small 
companies. We want our members, especially the Medium 

and Small Members, to use IDMA 
as a state-of-the-art airport terminal.  
We want them to be confident that 
even if they land with only the Indian 
Schedule M, we will help them 
Graduate to WhO GMP, US FDA, 
UK MHRA – any of the international 
flights - and take off confidently to 
supply the quality affordable Indian 
generics all over the World”. He also 

shared interesting fact about Indian Pharma that every  
3rd Tablet consumed in the World is Made in India.  Every 
3rd child is vaccinated with Made in India and Every 
3rd Indian Manufacturer in the country is a member of 
IDMA. He further said that “Mr S V Veerramani is the  
3rd President in the last 54 years to have been given the  
3rd term in Office. he is a Champion for the cause of 
national Pharmaceutical Industry, a man always on the 

move and a man who eats, drinks, sleeps, breathes 
IDMA”.

he went on to say that “As we expect all our activities 
to be patient centric, we have focussed on this theme 
‘Pharmaceuticals for Patient Benefit’ this year. Who 
better exemplifies this motto than the stalwart in our midst 
today, Dr Yusuf K hamied, Chairman of Cipla Limited, 
a pioneer who single-handedly broke the monopoly of 
the big pharma companies of the developed countries 
by challenging their patents to make newly developed 
HIV medicines. His contribution to saving millions of lives 
included FDCs of hIV drugs, making them that much more 
affordable and easier to consume to patients all over the 
world. Around the beginning of this century, there were 
only about 8000 patients able to afford AIDS therapy for 
drugs costing US $ 12000 a year, the Indian Pharma 
Industry and Cipla jointly managed to bring down the cost 
of medicines for HIV AIDS to just a Dollar a day. now over 
12 million patients are on these life-saving therapies and 
the numbers are still growing.”

President Mr S V Veerramani delivering the 
Presidential address, said that “IDMA is now running 
55th year and is the most representative pharmaceutical 
association of India, representing manufacturers of Small, 
Medium and Large sectors, both in API and Formulations. 
he thanked all Past Presidents and office bearers for their 
dedicated work all these years. Over the years IDMA has 
been carrying great credibility in Government circles, 
especially Central and State Government regulatory 
authorities.

Mr Veerramani informed the audience that IDMA 
was initiating an advanced course for training Senior 

Quality Assurance Personnel as 
Qualified Pharmacist (QP) on the 
lines of courses conducted by NSF 
Health Sciences, UK to enable 
companies to address issues of 
GMP deficiencies, Data Integrity etc.  
The main objective was to ensure 
that Quality becomes a managerial 
function and not an operational 
function. On completion of such a 

training course, these QA persons would be fully aware 
of International requirements and eventually gain the 
confidence of inspecting agencies of regulating countries. 
The course would be held about 4 days in a month with 
10 modules to be completed in a year. 
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International experts from UK would be invited to 
conduct the course with local administrative support 
of IDMA. Mr S M Mudda, Chairman of our Regulatory 
Committee is masterminding the initiation and is visiting 
UK next week to discuss the course contents, modules 
etc with NSF.

He also emphasised that “IDMA is committed to 
provide quality products at affordable price to common 
man and hence our theme of the year is ‘Pharmaceuticals 
for Patients Benefit’ indicating value, we would like to 
attach to the patients who consume our medicines”. (The 
President’s address is reproduced in the following 
pages).

Dr S Eswara Reddy, Joint Drug Controller General 
(India) in his address said that 
“Industry expects three things - 
Transparency, Predictability and 
Science-based approval for the 
decisions for drug approval from 
the regulator. These are the basic 
fundamental principles of ideal 
drug regulatory system. The Drugs 
regulatory system is working to 
comply with this basic principle with 

current existing manpower and will soon create IT based 
system under E-governance program to ensure that a 
smart and efficient system is in place to upgrade the 
regulatory system.” He also said that Indian regulatory 
authorities are committed to ensure the quality and efficacy 
of the products. 

The 54th IDMA Annual Publication 2016 was formally 
released at the hands of Chief Guest Dr V K Subburaj. 
He was joined by President Mr S V Veerramani,  
Mr Sudhanshu Pandey, Mr K B Aggarwal, Dr S Eswara 

Reddy and Dr Gopakumar nair.

M r  S u d h a n s h u  P a n d e y , 
Joint Secretary, Department of 
Commerce, in his address said that 
“today India is known for what it has 
achieved and it is all because of 
some passionate people of India, 
such as Dr Y K hamied.” he also 
said that Indian Pharma sector is 

performing exceptionally well with double digit export 
growth because of such passionate people.

Mr n I Gandhi and Mr Anant R Thakore were bestowed 
with ‘Chief Mentor of the Year Award’ in appreciation 
of their contribution and support to the growth of IDMA, 
their commitment to developing future IDMA leaders and 
also consistent support to the progress and expansion 

of the Indian Pharma industry nationally and Globally. 
(The Citations of the Awards are reproduced in the 
following pages).

Mr K B Agarwal, IAS, Additional Secretary, Ministry 
of health and Family Welfare in 
his address said that “To move 
faster on the path of ‘ease of doing 
business’, we must understand what 
is bothering the industry.” He also 
said that there is a need to re-align 
regulatory structure in harmony and 
synchronisation with the industry’s 
needs wi thout compromising 
patient’s safety and ensuring public 

health at affordable cost. He also discussed the issues 
and problems faced by the industry like existing Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act and Rules, Fixed Dose Combinations, 
price control on drugs and medical devices, separate 
regulations for drugs, medical devices and cosmetics, 
need to increase in validity of WhO GMP certificates from 
3 years to 5 years, proposals for barcoding and increase 
in licence fees etc. He assured to work closely with IDMA 
to try and resolve these and mutually work out solutions 

in near future. 

Dr Yusuf K hamied, Chairman, 
Cipla Ltd was presented with the 
‘Lifetime Achievement Award’ by 
the Chief Guest Dr V K Subburaj and 
was joined by all the dignitaries on 
the dais. 

Mr Yogin 
M a j m u d a r , 

Past President read out the Citation. 
(The same is reproduced in the 
following pages).

Dr Hamied, said that he was 
“accepting the Award, with humility 
and pride, not only for myself but on behalf of the entire 
Indian Pharma Industry. It represents the combined 
efforts of many dedicated nationalistic Indians, some 
of whom were instrumental in establishing IDMA in 
1961 with the sole objective of doing what was best for 
India’s healthcare.” Sounding a note of caution, he said 
that “Healthcare in India has always been in a state of 
perpetual crisis. I plead with our Government to join us 
in positively supporting the health needs of our people. 
We have to devise policies that secure people’s right to 
access affordable quality medicines without monopoly. 
A favourable and pragmatic licensing policy should be 
provided for drugs under monopoly. Simultaneously, 
we should also strive to partner under favourable terms 
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with companies having exclusive drugs to ensure 
dependable and sustainable access to medication. It is 
important that the latest therapies are available in our 
country. If companies are unable to get licenses for 
drugs under monopoly, the Government of India should 
intervene on behalf of the country for a non-exclusive 
Compulsory License with a fixed royalty to the innovator, 
so that patients are not denied life-saving medicines”.  
(Dr Hamied’s acceptance Speech is reproduced in the 
following pages). 

Chief Guest Dr V K Subburaj, Secretary, Department 
of Pharmaceuticals, in his address, began with India’s 
success story in providing drugs and vaccines to the 
world. “A major economic country like America wants 

to reduce their health budget and 
it is possible because of Indian 
Drug manufacturers providing 
medicines at affordable cost to the 
world”, he said. He called the Indian 
Pharmaceuticals industry the ‘Silent 
Champion of the Global Healthcare’.  
Because Indian Pharmaceuticals 
are being exported to every country, 
Indian generic drugs make India a 

super power in the pharmaceutical sector. He also said 
though the world market for pharmaceuticals is around US$ 
1000 billion, India’s share is only 3%.  India should increase 
its share from $ 30+ billion to $ 200 or 300 billion by the year 
2030. To boost manufacturing, we should create a mind-set 
and have a level of passion to reach the $ 300 billion mark. 
He advocated that Indian pharma industry should also 
focus on other fields like phytochemicals, antibodies, and 
veterinary products apart from affordable generic field to 
compete with other major players. 

Mr Mahesh Doshi, Hon General 
Secretary proposed a vote of thanks 
to the Chief Guest, Special Guest of 
honour, the supporters of the event 
and the audience. He especially 
appreciated the tremendous work 
schedule of the President and his 
contributions in terms of time and 

effort for the activities and development of the Association. 
(The Hon General Secretary’s vote of thanks is 
reproduced in the following pages). 

Various Awards were presented during the Annual 
Day celebrations as below: 

iDMA AWArDS:

iDMA Margi Memorial Best Patent Awards 2014-15:
The IDMA Margi Memorial Best Patent Awards 

recognises and appreciates the Best national and 

international Patents in APIs and Formulations granted 
to our Members. The Award is in honour of the late  
Mrs Margi choksi nee Patel, as a tribute to her immense 
contribution to the field of IPR, especially IPR education & 
training, and her work in helping IDMA project our views 
on the Indian Patent Law and its amendments. 

This year applications were invited from Member 
companies for patents granted during the period  
01-04-2014 to 31-03-2015. An Expert Panel examined and 
evaluated the applications received and was pleased to 
recommend the following Patents for the Awards:

BeST NeW DrUG PATeNTS AWArD 2014-15 
for new Drug Discovery granted to M/s Hetero Drugs 
Limited (HrF) for their Lupeol-type triterpene derivatives 
as antivirals & Pharmaceutically acceptable salts of 
Betulinic acid Derivatives Along with 9 API Patents. 

BeST APi PATeNTS AWArD 2014-15 granted to 
M/s emcure Pharmaceuticals Ltd. For their 8 API 
patents (2 Indian and 6 International). 

BeST ProceSS PATeNT AWArD 2014-15 
granted to M/s Aurobindo Pharma Limited for their 
3 US Patents. 

BeST ForMULATioN PATeNT AWArD 2014-15 
granted to M/s iPcA Laboratories Limited for their 
Formulation Patent -  Pharmaceutical Compositions for 
the treatment of Diabetes Mellitus. Along with 2 API family 
patent (2 US and 2 Indian).

BeST ProceSS PATeNT AWArD 2014-15 granted 
to M/s indoco remedies Limited for their International 
Patents (2 US and 1 EP).

PATeNT APPreciATioN AWArD 2014-15 granted 
to M/s Neon Laboratories Limited for their Ukraine 
Patent.

iDMA QUALiTy eXceLLeNce AWArDS – 2015

Annual IDMA Quality Excellence Awards were 
instituted in 1984, to assist, encourage, recognize, 
appreciate and nurture the quality excellence achievement 
among IDMA members. 

This award is not a competition between units. 
This Award endeavours to identify firms with the 
best facilities and not the best companies among the 
participants. Awards are not limited. 

The modality of the assessment for the awards 
was determined original ly in consultat ion with 
renowned personalities including Late Shri S K Borker,  
Late Shri R S Iyer, Late V C Sane, Shri M R Shastri,  
Dr S S Gothoskar and Dr S N Iyer and subsequently 
modified from time to time. 
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A new updated Check List was sent to the units in 
advance this year. During the visit each observation was 
discussed with the operators and those-in-charge, in order 
to improve mutual understanding and learning. This year 
Gold and Silver awards were organized. The units were 
categorized as Formulations and Bulk Drugs Units as 
mentioned below:

(1) Companies with Total Annual Turnover upto  
`25 Crores 

(2)  Companies with Total Annual Turnover between  
` 25 Crores to `100 Crores 

(3) Companies with Total Annual Turnover above  
`100 Crores 

Turnover was taken also as the entire turnover of the 
company and not only of the units visited. 

Visits to factories were organized by IDMA Secretariat. 
The Panel of Experts were Mr J L Sipahimalani, 
Mr Kapil  Bhargava, Dr Shailesh nagarsenkar,  
Mr R Sridharan, Mr Malay Mitra, Dr V Chandrasekharan, 
Dr Vinayak Joshi, Mr Kaushik Desai, Mr A R Hegde and 
Dr Premnath Shenoy. This year, we sorely missed the 
dynamic presence and participation of Mr Gidy Asrani in 
the panel, due to his demise on 10th August 2015. 

During the visits, apart from the assessment for 
the Awards, the benefit of the joint expertise of the 
Panel Members was made available to the participating 
units during the discussions. This appeared to be well 
appreciated. Almost all the units were considered to be 
very good. The excellence assessed for Gold Award was 
in the region of 80% and for Silver Award 70%. 

The assessment for the Awards was made with 
consensus among the visiting experts, using the scale for  
0 to 10, score being assigned for each of 70 points concerning 
product development, GMP, GLP, personnel, environment, 
stores, manufacturing, quality assurance etc. 

The panel of experts for the assessment of the 
participating units is pleased to recommend the following 
awards for the year 2015: 

i. Gold Award – 01 No.

(1) infutec Healthcare Ltd. from Hoshiarpur, 
Punjab. Category: Formulat ions Unit  - 
Companies with Total Annual Turnover between  
`25 Crores - `100 Crores.

ii. Silver Awards – 06 Nos.
(1) Micro Labs Ltd from Sikkim. Category: 

Formulations Unit - Companies with Total Annual 
Turnover above `100 Crores.

(2) Pure & cure Healthcare Pvt. Ltd., Haridwar.
Category: Formulations Unit - Companies with 
Total Annual Turnover above `100 Crores.

Mr. Narendra I. Gandhi is fondly known as Nanubhai in the 
Pharma Industry.  Mr. Gandhi has played different and very 
important roles in the development of IDMA. He has been our 
Past President for the period 1988 – 1990.  

Mr. N I Gandhi is currently the Chairman & Managing Director 
of Lyka Labs Ltd. a Public Limited company which is listed on 
NSE and BSE. 

In 1988, Mr. N I Gandhi was elected as President of Indian 
Drug Manufacturers’ Association (IDMA). He has been the 
Chairman of IDMA Pricing & Consumer Affairs Sub-Committee 
since its inception in IDMA 3 decades ago.

He has played a major role in Pricing matters, most significant 
being reducing the Span of Price Control and moving away from 
Cost Based Price Control to Market Based Price Control thus 
paving the way towards a great and grand chapter in the history 
of India earning him massive recognition and industrywide 
praise. Till date, we at IDMA, proudly state that the dedication 
and spark of Mr. Gandhi has not faded. He still inspires and 
motivates young leaders and other Senior Members with his 
guidance and advice; always providing valuable insight and 
knowledge on many issues in the pharmaceutical industry. 

Mr. Gandhi has played a stellar role during IDMA’s milestone 
events Silver Jubilee and Golden Jubilee Celebrations. He was 
the Chairman of the Celebrations Committee in both landmark 
events wherein he proved himself to be a Master Organizer 
and a Champion Fund Raiser. Indeed, he has been a Champion 
Fund Raiser, not only for the Celebrations but mostly for good 
causes.  

In recognition and appreciation of his outstanding and 
consistent contribution to the development of IDMA and 
the Indian Pharma Industry, the Indian Drug Manufacturers’ 
Association has great pleasure in conferring the IDMA CHIEF 

MENTOR OF THE YEAR AWARD on Mr. Narendra I. Gandhi 
on this day, Saturday, the 23rd January 2016.

MR. NARENDRA I. GANDHI   

IDMA CHIEF MENTOR OF THE YEAR AWARD 

S V Veerramani 
President

Daara B. Patel 
Secretary - General 

INDIAN DRUG MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 
23rd January 2016, Mumbai
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(3) Wallace Pharmaceuticals Pvt. Ltd., Solan, 
HP. Category: Formulations Unit - Companies 
with Total Annual Turnover above `100 Crores.

(4) Avik Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Vapi, Gujarat. 
Category: Formulations Unit - Companies with 
Total Annual Turnover above `25 Crores.

(5) Geno Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Goa.Category: 
Formulations Unit - Companies with Total Annual 
Turnover above `100 Crores.

(6) rPG Life Sciences Ltd., Navi Mumbai.
Category: Bulk Drug Unit - Companies with  
Total Annual Turnover above `100 Crores.

iDMA research Paper Awards 2015:

In order to encourage R & D in the country, IDMA 
has instituted “research Awards for the Best original 
research Papers” published in the “Indian Drugs” 
every year from the year 1981-82 and the Award for the 
Best Review Article was instituted in 2001. The Best 
Original Research Papers are evaluated in the following 
disciplines:

1. Pharmaceutical Chemistry

2. natural Products

3. Pharmaceutics

4. Pharmaceutical Analysis

5. Pharmacology

The Best Research Paper Award is in the form of a 
citation and a cash award of ̀  3000/- in each discipline and 
the Best Review Article Award is in the form of a citation 
and special cash award of `5000/-.

These Awards are presented to the recipients 
during the iDMA Annual Day celebrations every 
year.

reVieW ArTicLe

Paper: Hepatic Targeting – Addressing Vital Therapeutic 
Needs
Author(s): D’Souza A. A., Devarajan P. V.
Institute: Institute of Chemical Technology (Elite status) 
Deemed University, Matunga, Mumbai - 400 019, India.

Volume : 52 (10)

Page nos. : 7 - 15

PHArMAceUTicAL cHeMiSTry

Paper: Synthesis, Biological evaluation, Qsar And 
Docking Studies of 2-Amino-5-(Substituted)Phenyl-
1,3,4-Thiadiazoles

Author(s): Mahajan S. S., Gaitonde A. D.

Mr. Anant R Thakore is a leader par excellence. He was Treasurer,  
Jt. Secretary, Secretary and then took on the mantle of President of 
IDMA in the years 1993 and 1994.

Mr. Thakore completed his education in Law but due to circumstances, 
had to take up a job in handling materials. In the early 1960s, he 
started his own firm working in the field of chemicals, buying licences, 
supplying raw materials, importing and selling finished dosages. 
Anantco and Avik Pharmaceutical are Mr. Thakore’s dream which 
have come true.

He was instrumental in IDMA Members and the Indian Pharma 
Industry taking active interest in participation in CPhI exhibitions 
in Europe and elsewhere wherein the manufacturing capabilities of 
our bulk drug industry was highlighted through IDMA’s pioneering 
Sourcing Directory for Bulk Drugs and Intermediates from India.

He also worked hard and managed to convince IDMA Members and 
Government to form a separate dedicated pharmaceutical association 
namely PHARMEXCIL. With these initiatives, Indian Pharma exports 
has grown tremendously all these years.

Mr. Thakore is a Champion of the API Sector. Mr. Thakore has 
contributed immensely to various committees and task forces to put 
forth the API issues with every Government on the perils of India’s 
dependency on China. Mr. Thakore thoroughly understood the value 
of working closely with various Government bodies and policies on 
lines with international policies for the betterment of the Indian 
Pharma Industry.

Mr Thakore, as Chairman of the Trust for the past decade, has been 
ably heading the B V Patel PERD Centre, India’s first dedicated 
multidisciplinary, postgraduate research institute and Mentor 
institute of NIPER – Ahmedabad. 

Mr. Thakore as Chairman of IDMA Pharma Vision 2020 Committee, 
spearheaded preparation of our White Paper on “Journey Towards 
Pharma Vision 2020 and Beyond”. The White Paper was forwarded 
to all IDMA Members and various Government bodies and has been 
appreciated for making valuable suggestions for the revival and 
growth of our Bulk Drug Industry to its former glory.

He has been Chairman of our Membership and Constitution 
Subcommittee for a number of years and due to his guidance and 
initiatives, IDMA Membership today stands at 900 Members and is 
still growing..

Mr. Thakore is known for being an able arbitrator on various issues 
in the Pharma Industry. Also, Mr. Thakore is a stupendous fund raiser 
especially for good and noble causes.

In recognition and appreciation of his outstanding and consistent 
contribution to the development of IDMA Membership and especially 
for playing a stellar role in the development of IDMA and the Indian 
Pharma Industry, the Indian Drug Manufacturers’ Association has 
great pleasure in conferring the IDMA CHIEF MENTOR OF THE 
YEAR AWARD on Mr. Anant R Thakore on this day, Saturday, the 
23rd January 2016.

Mr. Anant R. Thakore  

IDMA CHIEF MENTOR OF THE YEAR AWARD

S V Veerramani 
President

Daara B. Patel 
Secretary - General 

INDIAN DRUG MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 
23rd January 2016, Mumbai
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Institute: C. U. Shah College of Pharmacy, S. n. D. T. 
Women’s University, Santacruz (W), Mumbai - 400 049, 
Maharashtra, India.

Volume : 52 (09)

Page nos. : 5 – 12

NATUrAL ProDUcTS
Paper: Aegle Marmelos Leaf extract is Protective 
Against experimentally induced enterocolitis Via 
Antioxidant Mechanism

Author(s): Mani K. G., Prasanna. G. S.

Institute: KLE University College of Pharmacy, 2nd Block, 
Rajajinagar, Bangalore - 560 010, Karnataka, India.
Volume: 52 (06)
Page nos.: 5 - 10

PHArMAceUTicS

Paper: improvement of dissolution rate of febuxostat 
using hybrid technique of spherical crystallization 
and solid dispersion

Author(s): Tandel D. B., Shah P. A., Patel K. G., Gohel 
M. c., Thakkar V. T. and Gandhi T. r.

Institute: Anand Pharmacy College, Opp. Town hall, 
Anand - 388 001, Gujarat, India.

Volume : 52 (09)

Page nos. : 32 - 39

PHArMAceUTicAL ANALySiS

Paper: QBD Based rP-HPLc Method For Screening 
And Analysis of Telapravir And 7 other Antiretroviral 
Gents
Author(s): Kumar N. S., Kumaraswamy r., Shanti  
kumar S., Paul D.
Institute: National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education 
and Research [NIPER-hyderabad] Balanagar, hyderabad 
500 037, India.
Volume : 52 (02)
Page nos. : 20 - 33

PHArMAcoLoGy
Paper: curcumin, ocimum Sanctum and Ginkgo 
Biloba improve Hemodynamic, Biochemical and 
Histoarchitectural Alterations in isoproterenol induced 
cardiac Damage

Author(s): Suresh r Naik, Vishnu N Thakare, Vandana 
S. Panda

Institute: Sinhgad Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
Kusgaon (Bk), Lonavala - 410 401, Pune, (MS), India.

“Padma Bhushan” Dr. Yusuf Hamied is one of Indian Pharmaceutical 
Industry’s most successful technocrats. He obtained his Ph.D. under 
the Nobel Laureate Lord Alexander Todd from Cambridge University 
at the very young age of 24. Apart from being an accomplished 
Scientist, he combines shrewd business acumen and intellect to 
strike the right balance between business considerations and social 
and humanitarian goals. Under his leadership, Cipla has charted an 
impressive growth during the past five decades. After having crossed 
the landmark turnover of Rs.10,000 crore in the year 2013, he took 
over the mantle of non-executive Chairman of the Company.

Dr Hamied’s family has always been staunch nationalists and  
Dr Hamied has inherited this trait. His philosophy at Cipla has always 
been of self-reliance and self-sufficiency utilising indigenous raw 
materials, Indian technicians and in-house technology. Dr. Hamied 
recognised the importance of Bulk Drug manufacture at a very early 
stage in his career and is one of the ‘Pioneers in laying the foundations 
of the API Industry in India’.  Along with other like-minded people, 
he played a stellar role in the formation of IDMA in 1961 and the 
subsequent changes in The Indian Patent Act, 1970 passed in 
September 1972. Even now he does not leave any opportunity 
to express his strong views against creation of drug monopoly in 
healthcare. He continuously preaches for India to have an automatic 
compulsory licensing system for newer, essential and vital drugs with 
the inventor being suitably rewarded.

In 2001, Dr Hamied and Cipla were responsible for making AIDS 
medicines available and affordable in Africa by reducing the price 
of a three drug fixed dose combination Triomune to below a dollar 
a day, when the prevailing price of the combined three drugs was 
US$ 12,000 per patient per year. He showed the world that there was 
also a humanitarian side to business in healthcare. Recently, the UN 
has appointed Dr. Hamied to a high-level panel on health technology 
innovation and access, in an effort to escalate investments in R&D 
development for diseases where financial returns are limited.

Dr. Hamied has been conferred with numerous Awards including 
Lifetime Achievement Awards, and the Padma Bhushan by the 
Government of India in 2005. He has been felicitated by many 
prestigious Institutions. He is a Fellow of Christ College, Cambridge, an 
Honorary Doctorate of Cambridge University 2014 and an Honorary 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry 2012. The UK Government 
has recently appointed him on an important Committee to examine 
the worldwide abuse of antibiotics and the consequent effect of 
antimicrobial resistance.

Even now as he approaches the age of 80, Dr Hamied is extremely 
alert and still puts in many hours of work per day including a few for 
studying scientific literature. He has always preached that as long as 
he can add value, both scientific and commercial, he will continue to 
contribute to Cipla and the country.

In recognition of his excellent achievements, IDMA is honoured and 
takes great pleasure in conferring upon Dr. Yusuf Hamied the most 
prestigious “Life Time Achievement Award” for his contribution 
to the Indian Pharmaceutical Industry and for the betterment of 
humanity.

“Padma Bhushan” Dr. Yusuf Hamied 

IDMA LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

S V Veerramani 
President

Daara B. Patel 
Secretary - General 

INDIAN DRUG MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 
23rd January 2016, Mumbai
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Volume: 52 (04)

Page nos.: 5 – 14

iDMA JB Mody Best University Student Awards - 2014
Since the inception of IDMA in 1961, we have been 

striving to promote the best pharmaceutical practices 
in India, which will provide the necessary quality and 
skill to develop and advance the growth of the national 
Sector of the Indian Pharmaceutical Industry. For 
such a noble cause, it is always best to ‘catch them 
young’ and recognize their excellence at a young age. 
Our aim has been to reach out to every University in 
India to popularize this prestigious Award and also to 
acknowledge and reward the deserving First Ranking 
B. Pharm Students. 

IDMA instituted the IDMA G.P. nAIR Awards in 1970, 
in honour of the first President and Founder Member of 
IDMA, Shri G P nair, and were being given away for the 
past 40 years. Deserving winners of these Awards are 
spread all over the world in enviable positions as leaders 
of the Industry, Research and Pharmaceutical Education. 
From the year 2001, the award is known as the IDMA J B 
Mody Best Student Awards, in honour of Past President 
Shri J B Mody and will continue to encourage and recognize 
excellence among the B Pharm students and will be very 
proudly remembered by them and their families. 

This Award of encouragement, appreciation and 
motivation to the Pharmacy graduates from Indian 
Universities, has resulted in spreading the Indian Pharma 
diaspora into the arena of global research, industry, academia 
and government organizations and have also helped to 
strengthen Indian Pharma industry, to a large extent.

This year 33 candidates from 32 Universities/
Institutions are receiving the Awards for having stood 
first in their respective Universities in the final B.Pharm 
Examinations held in 2014. We wish them a bright career 
in the service of the Industry and the nation. The Award 
Winners are presented below: 

1. Ms N Fathima, B. Pharm, Annamalai University, 
Chidambaram, Tamil nadu.

2. Ms Tripta Kumari, B. Pharm, Birla Institute of 
Technology & Science, Ranchi.

3. Ms Saili Dharadhar, B. Pharm, Bombay College of 
Pharmacy.

4. Ms Aatrayee Das, B. Tech -  Pharmaceutical & Fine 
Chemical Technology, University of Calcutta.

5. Mr Ahmed Shahbaz Shamsealam, B. Pharm, 
Dharmsinh Desai University, nadiad, Gujarat.

6. Ms Urvashee Gogoi, B. Pharm, Dibrugarh University, 
Assam.

7. Ms Ankita rai, B. Pharm, Dr Harisingh Gour 
Vishwavidyalaya, MP.

8. Mr Gourav Das, B. Pharm, Jadavpur University, 
Kolkata.

9. Ms Ashima Ahuja, B. Pharm, Jamia Hamdard 
University, new Delhi.

10. Ms ozaifa Kareem, B. Pharm,University of 
Kashmir.

11. Ms Jesny elza John, B. Pharm, University of 
Kerala.

12. Ms Nidhi Tiwari, B. Pharm, Kumaun University, 
nainital.

13. Dr Supriya Jamdade, M.Sc. Pharmaceutical 
Medicine, Maharashtra University of Health Sciences, 
nashik.

14. Mr Hukama ram Lohia, B. Pharm, Mohanlal 
Sukhadia University, Udaipur.

15. Ms Jyoti Patel, B. Pharm, B. Pharm, University of 
Mumbai.

16. Mr Ashish Gupta, B. Pharm, Panjab University.
17. Ms Pritee Gupta,  B. Pharm, Pt Ravishankar Shukla 

University, Raipur.
18. Ms Vasundhara V Bhosale, B. Pharm, Shivaji 

University, Kolhapur.
19. Mr Konakalla Vijay Arjun, B. Pharm, Sri 

Ramachandra University, Chennai.
20. Mr Sumeet Jadhav, B. Pharm, SVKM’s nMIMS, 

Mumbai.
21. Mr chetan S Arora, B. Pharm, The Maharaja 

Sayajirao University of Baroda.
22. Mr Joydip Saha, B. Pharm, Tripura University, 

Agartala.
23. Ms A Azhageswari, B. Pharm, Pondicherry 

University.
24. Mr Samrat chakraborty, B. Pharm, Annamalai 

University, Chidambaram, Tamil nadu.
25. Ms Vandana Singh, B. Pharm, Banaras Hindu 

University.
26. Ms rupali Guleria,  B. Pharm, Himachal Pradesh 

University.
27. Ms Linku Abraham, B. Pharm, Mahatma Gandhi 

University, Kerala
28. Ms Janhavi Verma, B. Pharm, nagpur University.
29. Ms Tanvi Joshi, B. Pharm, Principal K M Kundnani 

College of Pharmacy, Mumbai.
30. Mr Sayyed Zuber Maheboob, B. Pharm, Sant 

Gadge Baba Amravati University.
31. Ms Shristi Birinder rawat, B. Pharm, Savitribai 

Phule Pune University, nanded.
32. Ms Varsharani Patil, B. Pharm, Swami Ramanand 

Teerth Marathwada University.
33. Ms Aarti Pokhriyal, B. Pharm, Hemwati nandan 

Bahuguna Garhwal University, Uttarakhand.
l    l    l
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IDMA 54Th AnnuAl DAy CElEbrATIonS 2016

Welcome Address by the President

Respected Dr V K Subburaj, 
Secretary, Department of 
Pharmaceuticals, Mr K B 
A g g a r w a l ,  A d d i t i o n a l 
Secretary, Department of 
Health and Family Welfare, 
Mr Sudhanshu Pandey, 
Joint Secretary, Department 
of  Commerce,  Ministry 
of Commerce & Industry,  
Dr S Eswara Reddy,  Joint 
Drugs Controller General 

(India), Dr Y K Hamied, Chairman, Cipla Limited, 
Shri Daara Patel,  Secretary General, IDMA, 
Distinguished Guests, Past Presidents, Captains of 
Industry and Fellow Members of IDMA, Distinguished 
winners of various IDMA Awards, Members of the 
Press, Ladies and Gentlemen;

I extend my warm Seasons Greetings & Best Wishes 
toone and all and welcome you all to this prestigious 
54th Annual Celebrations of this very esteemed 
Association.

It seems only yesterday when you reposed confidence 
in me in handing over the affairs of IDMA to me. Memories 
of my taking over the reins of this wonderful Association 
are fresh and after having completed two years in office, 
I can tell you with confidence that this is truly an interesting 
and exhilarating phase in the growth & development of our 
Association and the Industry.

We have come a long way in the past over five 
decades since our inception in 1961, and it is due to the 
combined efforts of our past Presidents, Office bearers, 
State Boards, and the General membership that we are 
today the apex body of pharmaceutical manufacturers in 
the country and will continue to be known as the “Voice 
of the National Sector”. 

Sir, India is a nation with outstanding achievements 
in many fields. Yet even today, healthcare is an area in 
which so much more needs to be achieved. The Indian 
Pharmaceutical Industry, more than any other industry, 
is achieving our Hon’ble Prime Minister’s call to “Make 

in India”, and the Indian generic medicines have been 
universally recognized for being synonymous with quality 
and reliability, at the same time being the most affordable. 
The Industry also follows the Prime Minister’s other dictum 
“Zero Defect and Zero Effect”.

Since the time I took office as President of IDMA, 
I have, along with our Senior Members, interacted with 
various Government Departments and Ministries on 
working out the missing links and strengthening the policy 
environment to address issues that could hinder our 
Industry’s further development and growth. The Industry 
faces a few unique problems, unlike other sectors in India. 
It is, even today, the most heavily regulated and controlled 
sector that impact our ‘ease of doing business’. Some 
of these major causes for concern are overdependence 
on China and our declining bulk drug industry, issue 
of SLA-Approved FDCs, uncertainty in continuation of 
PET Bottles, NPPA’s interpretation in regulating prices, 
trace and track system for pharma packs for exports and 
domestic market, proposed hike in fees for registration and 
licenses etc. These issues unless addressed and resolved 
at the earliest may undermine the growth of the Indian 
Pharma Industry, both nationally and globally. 

Chennai floods - IDMA Members demonstrate prompt 
Social responsibility with Supplies of relief Materials 
including Medicines:

Before we look at the issues, we wish to place on 
record and acknowledge the exemplary and prompt Social 
Responsibility demonstrated by our Members. Chennai 
was recently devastated by floods due to heavy rainfall. 
The City came to a standstill for a number of days with 
thousands of families being displaced and many losing 
lives. Essential medicines were urgently required as also 
rehabilitation of flood affected people. Appeals were sent 
from IDMA Secretariat and also published in IDMA Bulletin. 
IDMA Members from Tamil nadu and all over India rose 
to the occasion whole-heartedly and immediately rushed 
medicines as required urgently in truckloads to the Tamil 
nadu Government. The State Government appreciated 
IDMA’s spontaneous CSR support with truckloads of 
essential medicines day after day and were grateful for 
the timely help in averting epidemics. We also donated 
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Medicines to several medical camps conducted by Rotary 
Clubs who also acknowledged the role and support of 
IDMA. 

2015 – ‘year of Active Pharmaceutical ingredients’:

Following our submission of a White Paper on 
‘Journey Towards Pharma Vision 2020 and Beyond’ 
to various Ministries and officials, the Government 
of India responded by taking up various issues and 
concerns of the Indian Pharma Industry in real earnest.  
Dr V K Subburaj, Secretary, Department of Pharmaceuticals 
(DoP) appreciated our White Paper with our suggestions 
on various matters, especially our suggestions on reviving 
the Bulk Drug Industry. The Government appeared to 
be equally concerned about India’s overdependence on 
China for APIs and intermediates. To focus on the issues 
of the bulk drug industry, Government declared the Year 
2015 as the ‘Year of Bulk Drugs’. We look forward to 
concrete steps and policy announcement in the near future 
to revive our Bulk Drug industry.

Proposed increase in Fees for Drug Licenses and 
registration:

The Ministry of health and Family Welfare published 
a draft notification No.GSR 1011(E) dated 29 December 
2015. The draft notification proposes drastic increase in 
fees for Registration for Import and Domestic manufacture. 
Though we appreciate the need to increase fees for imports 
of Bulk drugs to protect the local industry, we are not in 
favour of any hike in fees for domestic manufacture of 
bulk drugs or formulations. Sir, you will agree that despite 
various pressures, both domestic and international, the 
Indian Pharmaceutical Industry has kept India’s flag 
flying high locally and globally with affordable quality 
medicines. The Industry has matured and it is estimated 
that there are over 64,000 formulations with over 10,000 
manufacturing units in the Indian market covering almost 
every therapeutic segment with about 10 to 200 brands 
per molecule. This has been possible due to the support 
provided by our Government, especially to the small and 
medium enterprises. A steep increase in fees for domestic 
licenses will gravely affect the working of SMEs and 
drive them away from production leading to unnecessary 
hassles in availability of medicines.

DoP collaboration with iDMA on ‘GMP Workshops 
for SMes – Schedule M and Beyond’:

We acknowledge gratefully the keen interest and 
support of Dr V K Subburaj, Secretary, and Joint Secretary 

Mr Sudhansh Pant of Department of Pharmaceuticals 
(DoP) in collaborating with IDMA in organising Seminars 
and Workshops jointly aimed at imparting technical 
skills and improving regulatory and quality standards of 
manufacturers. They agreed to part fund all technical 
Workshops for which we sought their support during 
the year. We provided them a list of workshops to be 
conducted with the support of our State Boards. We 
jointly organised GMP Workshops at Chennai, Kolkata, 
Ahmedabad, Haridwar, Bengaluru and Mumbai. Similar 
Workshops are also scheduled to be held at nashik, Baddi, 
Indore and other places. The Workshops have been well 
appreciated with excellent participation from the industry. 
The Department also actively supported our Seminars 
on Goods and Service Tax held at Mumbai, Kolkata and 
Chennai.

Ministry of Health Training Programmes for 
Upgradation to WHo-GMP:

The Ministry of health and Family Welfare has 
also been working on harmonising provisions of GMP 
vis-a-vis WhO GMP and planning to organise training 
programmes for upgradation to WhO-GMP for the SME 
industry at Chennai, Kolkata, Mumbai, Ahmedabad and 
Hyderabad. Sir, we are willing and eager to support the 
Health Ministry’s training programs in the interest of our 
Members and the Indian Pharmaceutical Industry.

NLeM 2015 published:

The National List of Essential Medicines 2015 is 
released. We are sure that, as noted in the recommendations 
of the Katoch Committee, the revised NLEM 2015 has 
been prepared “adhering to the basic principles of Efficacy, 
Safety, Cost-Effectiveness; consideration of diseases as 
public health problems in India.” A total of 106 medicines 
have been added, and 70 medicines have been deleted 
to prepare NLEM 2015 which now contains a total of 
376 medicines. We have requested the Department of 
Pharmaceuticals to consider the List for fixing/revision 
of prices after 1st April 2016 to avoid frequent changes 
in prices.

SLA Approved FDcs:

The State Licensing Authorities (SLAs) had given 
permission to manufacture and market Fixed Dose 
Combination products, i.e., FDCs, whose ingredients were 
already usually in use and being prescribed regularly by 
the medical professionals – may be even for 20-30 years, 
or more. The DCG(I), as directed by the Health Ministry 
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under 33-P, called for submitting efficacy and safety 
data for all combination SLA-approved products prior to  
1st October 2012. Further the CDSCO stipulated that 
such applications must be made in Form 44, as there 
was no format specifically available for applications of  
SLA-approved and already marketed FDCs. The industry 
was given to understand that most products may be 
permitted to be continued since doctors are already 
prescribing these and are being safely consumed since 
many years. We also received the impression that only 
those FDCs that had any ingredient, which in current 
context, had a documented safety issue, or if there was a 
kinetic mismatch, then such combination products would 
be weeded out. Based on all such assurances the pharma 
companies applied for their already marketed FDCs with 
relevant data in Form 44. The industry requested for 
classifying the products as rational, may be doubtfully safe 
and efficacious, and grossly irrational. All this indicates that 
the industry also wants to weed out obviously irrational 
FDCs.  Earlier when the ‘294 FDCs’ were being reviewed, 
industry was taken into confidence and we were member 
of the subcommittee.  But, this time the review has been 
referred to Professor Kokate Committee.

We understand that Prof Kokate Committee has 
given the report on the classification of FDCs. While 
letters of NOCs had been given for certain safe FDCs, 
the DCG(I) has also recently issued Show Cause 
Notices on certain FDCs considered irrational by  
Prof Kokate Committee. The manufacturers had been 
requested to give their response within one month.  
Subsequently after our request to DCG(I)’s office, they 
have also been kind enough to extend the time limit to 
90 days.  We have made a request to DCG(I) that the 
manufacturers who consider that they have genuine 
justification for their combination need to be given a fair 
and personal hearing before any decision is made to stop 
manufacturing of such FDCs.

There has also been a communication from DCG(I)’s 
office on certain FDCs wherein they were asked to justify 
the combinations through Phase IV trials. We have made 
an appeal to DCG(I)’s office that Phase IV trial can cost 
around `60.00 Lakhs per product and SMEs cannot 
afford such high expenditure, more so, for a product 
which is not considered irrational and which has been 
used by Medical Profession over several years. We 
have requested that we may be allowed to do some Post 
Marketing Surveillance to establish the safety of these 
combinations. It is our submission that products which 

are not considered as irrational be cleared by DCG(I) on 
the basis of its usage by Medical Profession over several 
years without any adverse reaction.

The DCG(I) had earlier agreed to allow all pre-
1988 FDCs to be licensed by SLAs provided proof 
of pre-1988 license is submitted. FDCs of vitamins, 
minerals, other nutrients; probiotics / prebiotics / 
synbiotics, antacids/ enzyme formulations, cough & cold 
permutation combination products, topicals, and such 
simple FDCs should be cleared as rational in view of 
these being unlikely to have any concern with respect 
to safety concerns and being used on day-to-day basis 
as household products. Today, FDCs contribute 40% 
of the Indian Pharmaceutical market and in case these 
FDCs are discontinued abruptly, the Indian patients 
will be deprived of these affordable medicines and the 
manufacturers, retailers etc i.e. the distribution chain, 
will be left with depleted stocks resulting in substantial 
loss, especially to the Small Scale Sector. India is the 
world leader in FDCs and today, even regulated markets 
are seeing introduction of more combination products 
progressively. hence the bias against FDCs, if any, would 
be a retrograde step and negate the great achievements 
made by the Indian Pharma manufacturers. 

Vitamins – Health Supplement or Drug:

A DTAB Subcommittee that was assigned to distinguish 
between Vitamins as Health Supplements or Drugs 
proposed, and was accepted by DTAB in its 68th meeting in 
June 2015, that all vitamins incorporated in a product, and 
having a quantity as mentioned in Schedule V (prophylaxis 
or therapeutic) under Drugs and Cosmetics Act, will imply 
that the formulation concerned is a drug. This Committee, 
it must be noted did not have any representative from 
national Institute of nutrition / Indian Council of Medical 
Research (nIn / ICMR). DCG(I) called for suggestions 
based on the Committee’s report. This move by DTAB can 
have far reaching consequences and can boomerang by 
the stakeholders refraining from including vitamins in their 
Health Supplements. Vitamins need to be allowed both in 
Health and nutritional Supplements if they are within the 
RDA stipulated by ICMR.  If Vitamins are removed from 
Health Supplements, it will have far reaching effects on the 
health of the consumers and nation. It is our submission 
that Vitamins should be allowed both in Food as well as 
Drug, depending on the dosages employed. 

We have made a detailed submission to DCG(I) on 
the report of the Subcommittee regarding classifying 
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certain products under food as ‘nutraceutical’ or as 
‘drug’, as the issue is more of recognizing that the RDA 
recommends the basis and not the ceiling in daily intakes 
of nutrients.

regulations for Nutraceuticals / Health 
Supplements:

The Food Business Operators (FBOs) in the 
nutraceutical industry were facing hurdles with respect to 
smooth transition from the erstwhile Prevention of Food 
Adulteration (PFA) Act to the Food Safety Standards 
Act (FSSA) on account of the need for Product Approval 
as a pre-requisite. Faced with no alternative we had to 
resort to legal assistance to resolve the impasse. With 
the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India on 19th August, 2015 
upholding Judgement of Hon’ble High Court of Bombay, 
we look forward to the beginning of an era of constructive 
dialogue between FSSAI and those FBOs engaged in 
manufacturing of Health Supplements / nutraceuticals. 
In a spirit of constructive dialogue, we had submitted our 
suggestions to the FSSAI highlighting our concerns on 
the proposed attempts of the FSSAI to introduce Product 
Approval again that are basically contrary to the spirit and 
provisions of Food Safety and Standards Act of India. We 
are deeply concerned that while the entire Indian Food 
Industry is looking with great hope for FSSAI to play a 
leadership role in providing a progressive impetus to 
Indian Food Industry, FSSAI appears to be re-introducing a 
regressive “Food Products Approval System”. The Product 
Approval system is restrictive and more than required 
for the Trade, and does not exist in any other country in 
the world. We humbly request you not to proceed with or 
publish such a draft regulation that seeks to bring back 
the “Food Product Approval System” in any form. We 
have also submitted our suggestions and a detailed list of 
ingredients, products etc for the proposed amendments 
to section 22 under FSS Act. We strongly recommend 
to notify that when a product with approved ingredients 
is made within prescribed dosages, a separate product 
approval is not required.

New Drug Approval:

Delays in new Drug Approval process for the domestic 
market has restricted access to new medicines, significant 
increase in registration costs because of delays and 
avoidable duplication of clinical trials and other studies. 
These can however be resolved by the industry and the 
regulatory authorities jointly addressing the issues, as 
below:

• All drugs which are already approved internationally 
be approved without any Phase III clinical trials 
including those for which the innovator company has 
not applied for. Supporting/bridging studies should 
suffice. 

• The registration requirements for drugs already 
approved internationally be made simpler with 
regard to BA/BE approvals, proof of stability, bridging 
studies etc. Many of the additional data currently 
insisted upon can be submitted post the marketing 
approval. 

• No attempt be made to link the registration process 
to the patent status of the drug in India. The Delhi 
High Court ruling on the same has already settled 
the issue.

• Orphan drugs and drugs required for neglected 
diseases be given fast trial approvals.

• Patient’s safety be ensured through a robust 
Pharmacovigilance programme.

• Establishing a strong platform for co-ordination with 
other regulators to strengthen credentials.   

• Our registration process for generics be as flexibly 
regulated as in other countries.

Uncertainty in continuation of PeT containers:

Following DTAB recommending banning of PET 
in pharma at their 65th meeting on 25 november 2013, 
we submitted a detailed representation with scientific 
and technical evidence about the safe use of PET 
recommended by various regulatory authorities and 
Pharmacopoeias and the High Courts and Supreme Court 
dismissing petitions of NGOs due to lack of scientific data 
against its safety. Later the draft notification was published 
on 29 September 2014 and we again submitted our views 
in detail about its safety and advantages in utility value. 
Following these submissions and meetings with the 
Health Minister, Health Secretary and other concerned 
officials, the proposed ban on PET bottles in pharma 
industry has been withheld by the Ministry. The NGOs 
later filed a petition with National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
earlier this year proposing a ban on plastic and PET in 
all consumable packs. We intervened as a respondent 
to protect the pharma industry. The Tribunal in recent 
hearings has noted that standards are not followed at nTH 
centres. They have also accepted the importance of testing 
blank, as content itself may be carrying the objectionable 
ingredient. They have expressed concern at the DTAB 
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remark at their 65th meeting as above, that PET caused 
health concerns is a serious note by the executive, and 
questioned such a stand without any study.  WhO has 
also given clean chit to PET. We later received a letter 
from Under Secretary (Drugs), health Ministry requesting 
us to provide a status note on how pharma industry was 
ensuring the quality of PET containers including the 
tests/studies conducted by the industry to ensure that no 
harmful contaminants leach and contaminate the drugs. 
We submitted the Status note on 24th november for 
ensuring quality of PET containers including the tests/
studies conducted and Standards/Procedures followed 
by the industry. We also provided analytical reports and 
communications between the pharma manufacturer 
and PET supplier. We also provided a detailed Note on 
the tests prescribed in the Indian Pharmacopoeia and 
followed by pharma manufacturers in use of Plastic/PET 
containers. We earnestly request for continuation of PET 
Bottles considering their safety and merits.

Drug Authentication - Track and Trace:

The Ministry of health and Family Welfare published 
a draft notification dated 3rd June 2015 for implementing 
primary, secondary and tertiary level barcoding and GTIn 
for tracking and tracing on all pharma packs manufactured 
in India.  The notification also proposed that parent child 
relationship be maintained on all the levels of packs. We 
made a detailed submission on the impracticability of 
unnecessary implementation of barcoding for domestic 
market. Track and trace is already provided for in D&C 
Rules with mandatory regulations for selling medicines 
by any manufacturer or a dealer under an invoice or 
by raising a bill, and how medicines could be tracked 
by linking all purchases to the seller of the drugs and 
ultimately could be traced to the manufacturer. Also there 
is enough mechanism for traceability in India as the control 
samples and batch records are kept by all manufacturing 
units as per drug rules and the drug control officials are 
provided access to the same. Hence there is no need 
to invest in very costly equipments and manpower. The 
focus should be on improving quality standards, and SMEs 
should not be forced to spend their limited resources in 
implementing the controversial mechanism of barcoding 
and the parent child links, all of which would increase the 
cost of medicines substantially. 

Sir, barcoding has been made mandatory for 
Exports with respect to Secondary and Tertiary packs, 
whereas it is voluntary for Primary packs.  Due to 

practical difficulties like financial implications, production 
delays and inadequacy of vendors, there is a great 
delay in implementation of the same. The practical 
problems in implementation has been realised with the 
DGFT issuing a Public Notice dated 5th January 2016  
extending timelines for maintaining parent-child 
re lat ionship in data on central  portal  beyond  
31st March 2016 for non-SSI and beyond 31st March 2017 
for SSIs. It is our appeal that we should look at the Export 
experiences fully before considering any implementation 
of barcode systems for domestic market, in India.

Drugs and cosmetics Act & rules Amendments:
The Ministry of health and Family Welfare sought 

views of stakeholders on Amendments for Drugs & 
Cosmetics Act & Rules.  We have also submitted our 
suggestions.  We request that a detailed discussion be 
taken up with the Industry before the new Act and Rules 
are notified.  We are concerned that any misleading or 
wrong interpretation of provisions can adversely impact 
a genuine manufacturer, leading to harassment and 
stoppage of production.

Uniform code of Pharmaceutical Marketing 
Practices (UcPMP):

As a responsible Association, IDMA has published a 
voluntary Code of Marketing Practices quite some time 
ago for our Member-companies and is committed to 
the code of ethical marketing practices broadly in line 
with the UCPMP. The Department of Pharmaceuticals 
has proposed to notify an ethical code based on the 
UCPMP. We request that certain necessary provisions 
be included, such as (i) allowing free samples to be 
supplied to Medical Professionals, as these constitute 
only about 3 to 5% of a company’s total sales and are 
provided to doctors for giving to patients to gain first-hand 
experience on the performance of the drug and also as 
starter doses for poor patients, (ii) small value gifts upto  
`1000/- to be allowed as brand name recall, as they are 
provided as utility value to doctors and as a creative tool 
in their environment, (iii) allowing CMEs on new drugs 
and novel therapeutic innovations for disseminating 
scientific knowledge to the medical fraternity, and (iv) 
deleting the penalty clause pertaining to suspension 
of Licence as it is too stringent in the UCPMP. We 
also request that the MCI Guidelines, the CBDT 
circular of 1st August 2012 and the UCPMP be suitably 
aligned to ensure these provisions are recognized and 
accepted.
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Amendments proposed in DPco 2013 – Joint 
Submission by all Associations:

The Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) sent us 
a list of proposals for amendments in DPCO 2013 from 
NPPA, AIOCD, IDMA, OPPI, FICCI, CIPI and IPA. DoP 
proposed that the industry take a collective view so that 
it would be easier for them to consider the suggestions. 
Following detailed deliberations among all Associations, 
IDMA, IPA, OPPI, FOPE and CIPI, we made adetailed 
point by point joint landmark submission on 31st July stating 
the industry’s position on the proposals, as requested by 
DoP. 

‘45 Days’ issue and retrospective Prices:

The issue regarding implementing price revisions 
within 45 days continued from previous year. Though we 
had dropped our petition on this matter, as decided by our 
Executive Committee, about 30 companies persisted with 
their individual cases at Delhi and Bombay High Courts. 
Considering the number of petitions, the Delhi High Court 
directed nPPA and the petitioners to discuss and work out 
a solution. nPPA insisted on the revision to be effective on 
the date of notification, following the Supreme Court ruling 
on Glaxo case. The Law Ministry opined that no action 
should be taken till the Court cases in Delhi and Mumbai 
on this matter were cleared. Representatives of these 
companies met Dr V K Subburaj, Secretary, Department 
of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) and explained the problems in 
implementation. The Secretary understood the practical 
difficulties and agreed that the issue could be resolved 
only by amending the DPCO 2013 suitably. 

Meanwhile, the Delhi High Court delivered a judgement on  
24th november on the 45 days issue, that the demand 
notices be treated as Show Cause notices allowing the 
companies time to reply within 4 weeks and to provide them 
personal hearings individually. The Court also directed that 
the cases be disposed of as per the observations made by 
the Court and the Supreme Court in the Glaxo case (price 
revision to be immediately effective on notification). It is 
our sincere request that revised prices should be effective 
from the next batch.

Public Notice on rational Prescription of Generic 
Drugs:

The Medical Education Department of health Ministry 
issued a letter proposing ‘Public notice on Rational 
Prescription of Drugs by Physicians’.  We have submitted 

a detailed reply along with a note on Branded v/s Generic 
Drugs. The importance of prescribing with brand names is 
a must to avoid confusion. Doctors may be encouraged to 
write the brand name clearly while prescribing along with 
the generic name, if the Government so desires. 

clinical Trials:

There is an urgent need to spread public awareness of 
Clinical Trials.  Concerns raised by NGOs may be genuine, 
but rejecting or delaying the approval for conducting CTs 
is not a solution and law should be for the ‘regulation’ of 
CTs and not for ‘restricting’ CTs. A separate setup with 
suitable Guidelines as Safety Principles will be required 
for monitoring, as there is a huge scope for CROs due 
to cost competitiveness, which should not be allowed to 
slip out of India. The health Ministry’s recent notifications 
on conditions for paying compensation in case of injury 
and introducing definitions of New Drug and IND are 
encouraging. 

revising coPP validity to 5 years:

Every Indian manufacturer requires grant of WhO 
GMP (Certificate of Pharmaceutical Product) registration 
in order to export their Pharmaceutical preparations to 
different countries. CoPP is granted after joint inspections 
of the manufacturing facilities by CDSCO Officials and the 
State regulatory authorities. The validity of this CoPP is 
for 2 years only. Re-inspection is required to get the new 
CoPP, but many a times re-inspection is not possible in 
time (due to various constraints such as limited number 
of staff available, etc.) and hence an extension of CoPP 
is sought. Regulatory authorities in most countries do not 
accept CoPP with remaining validity of only 6 months. 
This means that CoPP is effectively valid only for  
18 months. An extension of 6 months is given, but only 
after the completion of 2 years validity which is of no 
significant value and the registration process gets held up. 
The product registration offered by all countries is valid 
for 5 years. The drug manufacturing license in India is 
also valid for 5 years. hence our request that the validity 
period of CoPP may also be 5 years (with a provision for 
inspection annually after 2 years, if required). This will help 
to expedite the registration of Products and in-turn will help 
boost the nation’s Pharmaceutical Exports.

Frequent changes in regulatory System:

Frequent revisions in the Regulatory system is 
impacting the pharma industry, especially the SME sector.  
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After the introduction of Schedule M, many new changes 
are being proposed such as Good Distribution Practices, 
Barcode system, Upgradation of Schedule M units to WhO 
GMP level, PICs etc. These may prove to be too much 
to follow in terms of manpower, resources and finance 
and the SME sector may not be able to afford to comply 
the same at short notice.  Reasonable time need to be 
given to SMEs, considering the financial implications of 
such changes.

Limitation criteria in Government Tenders:

The various Departments and Organisations under 
the Government have been grossly discriminatory to the 
SSI sector manufacturers, by insisting on WhO GMP 
approval, `50 Crores minimum turnover etc.  All pharma 
manufacturers, irrespective of their size or turnover, 
mandatorily comply with the GMP provisions as laid 
down under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act and Rules. 
Such reservations work against the survival and growth 
of SSIs. Basing purchase of medicines on annual turnover 
of companies would on its own never guarantee quality. 
SSI manufacturers are the pioneers and backbone of our 
economy and hence should be given adequate and fair 
opportunity to compete and participate in the purchase 
of the tenders. As long as any interested manufacturer 
produces quality medicines at competitive prices and 
manufactures the same under valid licenses issued 
by the regulatory authorities, no restrictions as being 
large or small units or sales or annual turnover should 
be considered as a pre-qualification for applying for the 
tenders. 

increase Budget allocation for Health:

Budget allocation for health in India is very low at 
present at about 1.2% of GDP. In the revised budget 
estimates presented in Parliament, the actual health 
sector spending by Government for 2014-15 was ̀ 24,400 
crores only instead of ̀ 30,645 crores, 20% less than what 
was proposed. This needs to be addressed and revised 
steeply.

Life Sciences Sector Skill Development:

The Life Sciences Sector Skill Development Council 
(LSSSDC), set up under CII as a part of our national Policy 
on Skill Development actively pursued skill development & 
training for the pharmaceutical industry. The Government 
was keen to amend the employment laws to support 
industry for improving ease of doing business and industry 
friendly HR practices. The LSSSDC was focussed on 

addressing the skill gaps across functional areas and 
levels in the pharma sector, and identified about 202 job 
functions. Among these, the Council identified 4 key job 
functions - Medical Sales Representatives, Production 
Chemist, QC Chemist and QA Chemist - that together 
constituted more than 35% of all workforce in the industry. 
They prepared National Occupational Standards (NOS) 
and Qualification Packs (QP) Development for these job 
functions to be ratified by companies from large, medium 
and small scale sectors. These courses could only be 
eligible on completion of all ratifications. 

Phytopharmaceutical Drug notified under Drugs 
and cosmetics rules:

We welcome the inclusion of ‘Phytopharmaceutical 
drug’, a new class of drugs under the Drugs and Cosmetics 
Rules as notified by the Ministry of health and Family 
Welfare vide G.S.R.918(E) dated 30 november 2015. 
This would enable Indian Pharmaceutical companies 
to introduce not only Indian herbs but also herbs used 
in the other International Systems of Medicine into the 
mainstream Allopathic Drug therapy.  This would result in 
a large number of new compounds from herbal sources 
being used in allopathic drug therapy as in the western 
countries. 

Need for coordination between Various 
Ministries: 

The Pharmaceutical Industry is involved with different 
Ministries and needs a coordinated support between 
Ministry of Health, Department of Pharmaceuticals, 
Ministry of Commerce, Department of Bio-technology, 
DIPP to remove any bottlenecks and provide policy support 
for the future. Recently the Department of Pharmaceuticals 
had proposed an Inter-Ministerial Group to look into the 
same. We request valuable support of various Ministries 
to this initiative.

IDMA is by far the largest national Sector Association 
in India representing large, medium and small scale 
manufacturers of pharmaceutical dosage forms, active 
ingredients, intermediates, biological, vaccines and 
herbal drugs. IDMA members are Indian owned and 
Indian managed entities, and almost all of them are 
entrepreneurial ventures. IDMA plays a vital role in shaping 
the Industry’s future in becoming a global player. As an 
Association, we had set ourselves a target of reaching 
a Membership of 800 responsible Members this year, 
which I am happy to announce has been exceeded with 
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our crossing Membership strength of 900 Members. In the 
coming year, we intend to increase our strength to 1000 
Members, and with all your support, we will surely reach 
the milestone.

The successful completion of over five decades of 
service to the nation fills us with a sense of awe and 
satisfaction. Our founding Members, when they set up the 
Association, may not have visualized such impressive 
growth of the Association that led to the spectacular 
growth of the Indian Pharmaceutical Industry, from being 
basically importers to becoming the largest suppliers 
of safe and affordable quality generic medicines in the 
world, with the befitting recognition as the Pharmacy 
of the World! Today, we are 900 Members strong and 
growing. We have eight State Boards covering the 
interests of diverse States of Gujarat, Tamil nadu, 
Puducherry, Kerala, Karnataka, Telengana, Madhya 
Pradesh, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and 
West Bengal with the IDMA Secretariat addressing the 
interest and issues of Members in the rest of the country 
along with these States. All our Members are united and 
focussed in providing ‘Pharmaceuticals for Patient 
Benefit’ as our new theme emphasises. 

AcKNoWLeDGeMeNTS

It is my pleasure to acknowledge the support and 
co-operation received from Ministers, Bureaucrats, 
Government bodies, our sister Associations and 
Well Wishers. 

Our grateful thanks to the hon’ble Prime Minister of India,  
Shri narendra Modi, Hon’ble Minister for Chemicals and 
Fertilizers Shri Ananth Kumar, hon’ble Minister of State 
for Chemicals and Fertilizers Shri hansraj Gangaram Ahir, 
Dr V K Subburaj, Secretary, DoP, Shri Sudhansh Pant, Joint 
Secretary, DoP, Dr M Ariz Ahammed, Joint Secretary, DoP,  
Shri A K Chaudhary, Director, DoP, Shri Bhupendra Singh, 
new Chairman of nPPA, Dr Sharmila Mary Joseph K, 
Member Secretary, nPPA, for their continued support 
and encouragement. 

Our sincere thanks are also due to Shri Jagat Prakash 
Nadda, hon’ble Minister of health & Family Welfare, 
Shri Shripad Yesso Naik, hon’ble Minister of State – 
Ministry of health & Family Welfare and Minister of State 
(Independent Charge)–Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga & 
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha & homoeopathy (AYUSh),  
Shri B P Sharma, Secretary, Ministry of health & Family 
Welfare, Mr K L Sharma, Joint Secretary (Health), 

Shri K B Agarwal, Addl. Secretary Ministry of Health & 
Family Welfare, Dr G N Singh, Drugs Controller General 
(India), Dr V G Somani, Joint DCG(I), Dr Eswara Reddy,  
Joint  DCG(I), Shri Ashish Bahugula, Chairperson, FSSAI, 
Shri Pawan Kumar Agarwal, Chief Executive Officer, 
FSSAI.

Our thanks are also due to Smt Nirmala Sitharaman, 
Hon’ble Minister of State (Independent Charge) 
Commerce and Industry, Ms Rita Teaotia, Commerce 
Secretary, Shri Sudhanshu Pandey, Joint Secretary 
(Commerce), Shri Amitabh Kant, Secretary DIPP,  
Shri Rajiv Aggarwal, Joint Secretary, DIPP, Shri Anup 
Wadhwan, DGFT, Shri O P Gupta, Controller General of 
Patent, Designs and Trade Marks (India).

Shri Arun Jaitley, hon’ble Finance Minister,  
Shri Jayant Sinha, Minister of State for Finance, Shri Ratan 
P Watal, Finance Secretary and Secretary (Expenditure), 
Dr Hasmukh Adhia, Revenue Secretary, Shri najib Shah, 
Chairman, Central Board of Excise & Customs and  
Shri A K Jain, Chairman, Central Board of Direct Taxes.

Shri Kalraj Mishra, hon’ble Minister for MSME, 
Shri Giriraj Singh, hon’ble Minister of State for MSME, 
Dr Harsh Vardhan, Minister of Science & Technology 
and Shri Prakash Javadekar, Minister of State (I/C) for 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

Dr Soumya Swaminathan, Secretary, Department of 
Health Research & Director General, Indian Council of 
Medical Research, Dr Girish Sahni, Secretary, Department 
of Scientific & Industrial Research & Director General – 
Council of Scientific & Industrial Research, Dr Anup K 
Pujari, Secretary, MSME, Shri Surendra Nath Tripathi, 
Addl Secretary & Development Commissioner, MSME. We 
are also thankful to hon’ble Shri Devendra Fadnavis, Chief 
Minister of Maharashtra and his Ministers and Officials. 

We also acknowledge Mr Harshavardhan neotia, 
President, Dr Arbind Prasad, Director General and Dr A Didar 
Singh, Secretary-General of FICCI, Mr Sumit Mazumder, 
President, CII and Mr Chandrajit Banerjee, Director General 
of CII, Dr Rajiv Modi, Chairman – CII national Committee 
on Pharmaceuticals for their continued support. We are 
also thankful to Shri Ranjit Shahani, former President 
and President Dr Shailesh Ayyangar OPPI, Ms Ranjana 
Smetacek, present Director-General, OPPI, President  
Mr Satish Reddy of IPA, Shri D G Shah, Secretary-
General, IPA, former Chairman Shri n R Munjal, and 
present Chairman, Shri Ashutosh Gupta, Pharmexcil, 
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IDMA 54Th  AnnuAl DAy CElEbrATIonS 2016

‘Today, the Made in india label for our medicines is one that 
justly stands for Trust, Quality, credibility, reliability  

and Sustainability’: Dr Hamied
(Presentation by Dr Y K Hamied, Chairman, Cipla Ltd on receiving the  
‘IDMA Lifetime Achievement Award’ on 23rd January 2016 at Mumbai)

Dear President Veerramani, 
Honoured Guests and Friends;

As only the fourth recipient of the 
‘Life Time Achievement Award’ 
since the formation of IDMA 55 
years ago, it is indeed a privilege 

for me to receive this prestigious honour. I accept this 
with humility and pride, not only for myself but on behalf 
of the entire Indian Pharma Industry. It represents the 
combined efforts of many dedicated nationalistic Indians, 
some of whom were instrumental in establishing IDMA 
in 1961 with the sole objective of doing what was best 
for India’s healthcare. In remembrance of those who 

Dr P V Appaj i ,  Director General,  Pharmexci l ,  
Mr M. Jayant Tagore, President, BDMA, Mr R C 
Juneja, Chairman, FOPE, Mr P K Gupta, Chairman and  
Mr B Sethuraman, Secretary-General, CIPI, Mr Ranjit 
Madan, CEO, Life Sciences Sector Skill Development 
Council for working closely with us on various industry 
issues. We are also thankful to members of the Trade, 
and Office-bearers of AIOCD, Shri J S Shinde, President 
and Shri Suresh Gupta, Hon. General Secretary for 
helping us in maintaining cordial relations between 
Trade and Industry. I take this opportunity to thank all the 
members of IDMA for their active participation and support.  
I would also like to thank all our State Board Chairmen 
for their support and participation in IDMA activities, and 
welcome our latest entrant, the Karnataka State Board 
and their office-bearers, led by Mr S M Mudda, Chairman.  
I sincerely thank all our Past Presidents and the Chairmen 
of various Sub-committees for their valuable guidance, 
support and initiatives. I also thank Members of Executive 
Committee and Office Bearers for their support, as also 
our Advisors and Consultants. Our thanks to Shri B R Sikri,  
Vice President – north, Shri R C Juneja, Chairman – HP 
& Uttarakhand and Shri A K Madan, Executive Director of 
IDMA for strengthening our representation at new Delhi. 
We also acknowledge the support of members of Press 
and Media for highlighting issues raised by IDMA from 
time to time. 

I sincerely appreciate the guidance and support 
of our senior Past Presidents Mr n I Gandhi and  

Mr Anant Thakore, who will be bestowed with Chief 
Mentor Awards this year for their contribution all these 
years to the Association. I also am privileged and happy 
to acknowledge the contribution of Dr Y K hamied in 
revolutionising the fight against hIV and AIDS to make 
generic versions of life saving drugs easily accessible 
and affordable, thus saving the lives of millions of people 
globally and reiterating our theme of ‘Pharmaceuticals 
for Patient Benefit’.  We are deeply honoured to bestow 
the Lifetime Achievement Award on Dr Hamied in a short 
while from now.

I also take this opportunity to thank the Margi 
Memorial Patent Award winners and IDMA Research 
Paper award winners. I would also like to thank all the 
participants of the Quality Excellence Awards and would 
like to congratulate the winners. These Awards will be 
presented in a short while. I congratulate all the students 
who have won the IDMA J B Mody Best Student Awards. 
My sincere thanks to Shri Daara Patel, Secretary General, 
Shri T R Gopalakrishnan, Deputy Secretary General,  
Shri Melvin Rodrigues, Sr Manager (Commercial & Admn) 
and the entire staff members of IDMA Secretariat as well 
as our Delhi Office for their dedication, hard work and  
co-operation throughout the year. 

I once again wish you all a very happy and prosperous  
New Year and Godspeed in all your endeavours and 
welcome you all to the 54th Annual Day Celebrations.

Thank you.

l    l    l
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are no longer with us, but did a great deal for IDMA, 
we need to say a silent, thankful prayer.   

IDMA has been the foundation and catalyst for 
the growth, progress and development of healthcare 
in India. During the span of my pharma career, I have 
witnessed this evolution through three crucial periods, 
spanning a total of 6 decades. 

The first era covered the period prior to 1972, which 
had many formidable challenges.  At that time, all of us 
in the industry were concerned that even 25 years after 
our independence the pharma sector was still suffering 
from the draconic prevailing Patent Laws of 1911. 

India at that time was in a healthcare crisis and there 
was hardly any significant 
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  A P I ’ s . 
Indigenous companies 
held less than 20% share 
of the domestic pharma 
market. The prices of many 
life-saving medicines were 
beyond the reach of most 
Indians.  We realized at 
this early stage that it was 
vital for India to produce 
its own medicines to safe-
guard the health needs of 
our country. IDMA fought 
for 11 long years to amend the then prevailing Patent 
Laws. In essence, we fought against monopoly and for 
universal access to affordable medicines. It was our 
own pharma industry that took up the freedom struggle 
to get independence in healthcare.  

The enactment of the Indian Patent Act, 1970 
in September, 1972 was the turning point for our 
industry. In only three need based areas, health, Food 
and Agriculture, India abolished product patents and 
preserved only process patents. This new Act enabled 
the Indian Pharma Industry to legally manufacture and 
market within our country and for our people any drug 
that was available internationally and not in India. For 
the first time in India’s history, we Indians were able to 
take charge of the healthcare needs of our people and 
today we all can be justly proud that we did not let the 
country down. As a caring Indian, I salute you. 

The second era in the evolution of the pharma 
industry was between 1972 till 2005. This period is 
regarded by all as the Golden Era for the national sector 
pharma industry. It saw the major development of both 
the manufacture of API’s and drug formulations. Many 
foreign companies withdrew from India and others 
did not introduce new products that were required. 
Indigenous producers were therefore encouraged to 
reverse engineer the manufacture of important drugs and 
make them available in the country. We strengthened 
our process chemistry and pharmacy skills and the 
expertise to develop low cost generic drugs. At the same 
time, a great deal of importance was placed on R&D and 
innovation. A number of domestic, Small and Medium 
Scale companies emerged and more importantly 

the previous era of drug 
monopolies ended. This 
led to a healthy competition 
within the industry and 
resulted in India having the 
lowest prices of drugs in the 
world. If we reflect back to 
this period, it is more than 
apparent that our industry 
had a glorious past.  

In a recent issue of 
Pharmabiz, I read with a 
great deal of pride that 
in the year 2015, India’s 

domestic turnover exceeded `100,000 crores. India 
accounts for 20% in volume of all global pharma 
exports. India is the third largest producer of medicines 
in volume and the 13th largest in terms of value. India 
accounts for 10% of global pharma production having 
60,000 generic brands in 60 therapeutic groups. India 
produces 500 different API’s and branded generics 
accounts for 80% of the domestic market. Many 
least developed countries and developing countries 
depend on India for their supplies of medicines. The 
industry is growing around 13% annually and the 
target is US$ 100 billion by 2025. We are the second 
largest holder of product registrations for both API’s 
and formulations in the USA, having more than 
200 manufacturing sites approved by USFDA and 
approximately 30% of all medications in the USA, 
now have their origin in India. Many Indian companies 
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have launched international operations and have gone 
beyond generics and entered into pharma innovation 
with indigenous cutting edge science and technology. 
This is in many areas such as biotech, vaccines,  
nanotechnology, devices, stem cells and also new 
chemical entities. Today, the Made in India label for 
our medicines is one that justly stands for trust, quality, 
credibility, reliability and sustainability. We all worked 
hard during the second era with IDMA members taking 
the lead to make India the ‘Pharmacy Capital of the 
World’. 

 The third era is post 2005. The Indian Patent Act 
1970 was unfortunately and regretfully repealed and 
relegated to the annals of history. The adverse effects 
of this will plague India and indirectly the world’s 
healthcare scenario for decades to come. We are 
already feeling the adverse impact of monopoly and 
limited access to important drugs and at the same time 
India is becoming a destination for imported drugs under 
monopoly. I would like you to bear in mind that our 
industry is not only about statistics, but it is specifically 
about patients. It is about saving countless of lives 
globally, it is about our responsibility to our people, our 
country and the world. 

We are the custodians of healthcare and nothing 
can be more important. IDMA has therefore to continue 
to protect our industry, our national interests and 
represent to the Government as to what is best for our 
health needs. I stand before you as a Founder Member 
to suggest that IDMA rewrites its major objectives as we 
did in the early 1960’s.  We want our future generations 
to appreciate what IDMA has achieved. IDMA has a 
collective strength of about 1000 Pharma Manufacturers 
and this has to be translated into positive action. 

Healthcare in India has always been in a state of 
perpetual crisis. I plead with our Government to join 
us in positively supporting the health needs of our 
people. 

We have to devise policies that secure people’s 
right to access affordable quality medicines without 
monopoly. A favourable and pragmatic licensing 

policy should be provided for drugs under monopoly. 
Simultaneously, we should also strive to partner under 
favourable terms with companies having exclusive 
drugs to ensure dependable and sustainable access 
to medication. It is important that the latest therapies 
are available in our country. If companies are unable to 
get licenses for drugs under monopoly, the Government 
of India should intervene on behalf of the country for 
a non-exclusive Compulsory License with a fixed 
royalty to the innovator, so that patients are not denied 
life-saving medicines. It would also be useful if the 
Government can frame some guidelines and facilitate 
such licensing arrangements. Recently, an in-license 
for a leading Hepatitis-C drug was voluntarily given 
to 11 drug companies in India on a suitable royalty 
payment and as a result of which a drug sold in America 
at US$ 1000 per tablet is available here between  
US$ 4 and 7 per tablet. This is an example of a 
good equilibrium between access and rewarding 
innovation.

If anything is important in life it is the future. The 
past is gone forever and the present exists only as 
a fleeting moment. Everything that we think and do 
from now onwards can only affect the future.  With 
growing complexities, increasing population, pollution, 
widespread poverty, disease, political and economic 
upheavals, it becomes extremely difficult for all of us 
here to make rational decisions required for our own 
future, let alone that of our industry and the country. 
We have to continue to produce medicines without 
any compromise on quality. Today, I am happy to 
note that this important issue is being tackled by the 
industry collectively, objectively and updated at regular 
intervals. 

As Indians we want each and every one of our 
countrymen to have affordable access to healthcare 
and that none should be denied medication. We should 
all dream of an India where every citizen can enjoy a 
decent quality of life. We all should be committed to this 
and should pledge our fullest cooperation and support 
to our country to fulfil this herculean task. Once again 
my deep appreciation to all in IDMA for this Award, 
which I will always cherish and treasure. 

l    l    l
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Good Evening Everyone,

I feel honoured today to be a 
part of this Association and have 
a feeling of Pride in my Heart as 
IDMA has its own Anthem. I am 
sure, you will all agree that it is 
an excellent Anthem. 

It has been one of the busiest years in IDMA History 
wherein IDMA was involved in various activities not only 
in Mumbai and Delhi but all over India. Our Members, 
especially from Tamil nadu and also all over India 
played a very socially responsible and timely role in 
averting epidemics during the Chennai Floods. We are 
all very proud of you. We had numerous Workshops 
and Seminars jointly conducted with Department of 
Pharmaceuticals on GMP, Schedule M and GST – I am 
sure every month there was a seminar being organized 
by IDMA across India. 

I am privileged and glad to propose a vote of thanks 
on behalf of IDMA to the august panel of Dignitaries 
on the dais, Past Presidents, Distinguished Guests, 
Invitees, Award Winners, the Press and Media and the 
members in the audience. 

First of all, I would like to thank our Chief Guest,  
Dr V K Subburaj, IAS, Secretary, Department of 
Pharmaceuticals, for his gracious presence at 
our Annual Day and for his very informative and 
encouraging address. Thank you, Sir, for your thought 
provoking words. I am sure that all the industry stalwarts 
and Association Heads present here would have taken 
note of your suggestions and will be discussing within 
their organizations the action to be initiated at their level. 
Your continued support to the industry, especially in 
reviving the bulk drug industry is very well appreciated 
by all of us and we look forward to a thriving bulk 

IDMA 54Th AnnuAl DAy CElEbrATIonS 2016

Vote of Thanks 
Mahesh Doshi, Hon General Secretary

drug industry as before that will ‘Make in India’ all our 
requirements and make us truly self-sufficient.

Our sincere thanks to the Additional Secretary, 
Ministry of health & Family Welfare, Shri K B Agarwal, 
IAS for your gracious presence, active participation and 
support in resolving our concerns. 

Shri Sudhanshu Pandey, IAS, Joint Secretary, 
Department of Commerce and Shri  Sudhansh Pant, 
IAS, Joint Secretary, Department of Pharmaceuticals, 
our special thanks to you both for your presence, 
active participation at IDMA Events and for all your 
support. 

Drugs Controller General of India office has always 
been our Well Wisher and guide and today, having the 
dynamic Dr S Eswara Reddy, Joint Drugs Controller 
General of India with us is special. We thank you for 
your excellent support and co-operation. 

O u r  e n e r g e t i c  a n d  v i b r a n t  P r e s i d e n t ,  
Shri S V Veerramani, there are no words to describe  
him. On behalf of all IDMA Members and the Pharma 
Industry, I especially thank you for continuing your 
excellent work in leading us for at least one more year. 
It has been our proud privilege to be working with you 
and we look forward to another fruitful year of growth 
and achievements. Your excellent Presidential address 
speaks volumes of the efforts taken by IDMA for the 
Indian Pharma Industry. You have travelled that extra 
mile where only success and only success meets you 
in all that you do! 

Today’s 54th Annual Day Celebration will also be 
remembered for three heroes of the Indian Pharma 
Industry – Dr Y K hamied, Mr N I Gandhi and Mr Anant 
R Thakore. Respected Sirs, it has been our honour and 
pride to be associated with you all.
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Our sincere thanks and congratulations to the 
well deserving recipients of IDMA Quality Excellence 
Awards for their manufacturing excellence, IDMA 
Margi Memorial Best Patent Awards for their laudable 
achievements in R&D, the Indian Drugs Research 
Awards for their original research papers. Well Done, 
all of You!

And to the IDMA J B Mody Best Student Award 
Winners, we wish you all a bright future in the service 
of the Industry and our nation. 

Our sincere thanks to the captains of the industry, 
members of our Executive Committee, Past Presidents 
Chairmen of various Sub-Committees, our Consultants 
and our Advisors for their continued support and 
involvement.

Our sincere thanks to the heads, Office-bearers 
and Staff of our Partner Associations - Pharmexcil, IPA 
(Alliance), OPPI, FOPE, CIPI, BDMA and IPA for their 
support and for working closely with us on important 
issues. We are also thankful to members of the Trade, 
and Office-bearers of AIOCD, Shri J S Shinde, President 
and Shri Suresh Gupta, Hon General Secretary. 

Our thanks to the management and staff of hotel  
St Regis for all their co-operation and hospitality.

Our thanks are also due to the members of the 
press for their continued support and for covering 
today’s event. 

We also thank the IDMA staff in Mumbai as well 
as in Delhi for their untiring efforts and contributing to 
the success of IDMA. Special thanks to our dynamic 
Secretary-General, Mr Daara B Patel and the Deputy 
Secretary-General, Mr T R Gopalakrishnan. I must also 
mention the excellent background support provided by 
Mr Melvin Rodrigues in organizing IDMA events, silently 
but efficiently, to ensure their success. Also, thanks to the 
Executive Secretaries Dr R S Joshi, IDMA Gujarat State 

Board, Mr S Krishnan, Tamil nadu State Board and to  
Mr Ardhendu Banerjee, West Bengal State Board for 
all their support and cooperation.  

Special thanks to Mankind Pharma Ltd., Swiss 
Garnier Life Sciences, Fourrts (India) Laboratories, 
Indoco Remedies Ltd., Micro Labs Ltd and PET 
Container Manufacturers Association for their generous 
support in organizing  the Annual Day Celebrations and 
hugely contributing to its success.

Today, IDMA has a strength of 900 Members.  
A very big thanks to our members and all of you specially 
members of various State Boards for your support and 
presence today, for making the IDMA 54th Annual Day 
Celebrations a truly memorable event.

Our President Mr S V Veerramani has been 
maintaining a tremendous work schedule and 
his contributions in terms of time and effort for 
the activities and development of the Association 
in the last two years has to be applauded.   
I was just working out a back of the hand calculation of 
the number of days and the number of flights he has 
been travelling. At a conservative estimate, it is over  
100 days and about 2,60,000 kilometers.  Out of 
curiosity, I googled the distance required to circle the 
globe which turns out to about 40,075 kilometers. This 
means our beloved President has travelled 11 to 12 
times around the globe on behalf of IDMA! Sir, we 
thank you for your leadership and your agreeing to 
continue to be our leader for at least one more year. 
We also appreciate and thank Mrs Radha Veerramani 
for her support and co-operation in allowing our 
President to focus on the development and growth 
of IDMA.

Please join us for entertainment, cocktails and 
dinner.

Thank you.

l    l    l
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Glimpses of iDMA 54th Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2016

Mr J Jayaseelan, Chairman, IDMA-TNP&K State Board being 
honoured by Mr S V Veerramani, President, IDMA at 54th AGM

IDMA 54th AGM in progress on 23rd January 2016 at Hotel St Regis, 
Mumbai. On the dais (from Left to Right) Mr B R Sikri, Vice-President 
(Northern Region), Mr Mahesh H Doshi, Hon General Secretary,  
Mr Daara B Patel, Secretary General, Mr S V Veerramani, President, 
Mr T Ravichandiran, Vice-President (Southern Region) and  
Mr Deepnath Roy Chowdhury, Vice President (Eastern Region), IDMA
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Mr N I Gandhi, Past President, IDMA honouring Mr S V Veerramani 
on his being elected 3rd term in office as President of IDMA at 
54th AGM

Mr Daara B Patel, Secretary General, IDMA addressing the Members 
at 54th AGM

Mr S V Veerramani, President, IDMA delivering his welcome address 
to the members at 54th AGM

Mr B R Sikri, Vice-President (Northern Region) being honoured by 
Mr S V Veerramani at 54th AGM
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Mr S M Mudda, Chairman, IDMA-Karnataka State Board being felicitated 
by Mr S V Veerramani at 54th AGM

Mr P K Gupta, Chairman, IDMA-Haryana State Board being 
felicitated by Mr S V Veerramani at 54th AGM

Mr R C Juneja, Chairman, IDMA-HP & Uttarakhand State Board being 
honoured by Mr S V Veerramani  at 54th AGM

Mr T Ravichandiran, Vice-President (Southern Region 
being honoured by Mr S V Veerramani, President, IDMA at  
54th AGM

Mr Deepnath Roy Chowdhury, Vice-President (Eastern Region) being 
felicitated by Mr S V Veerramani at 54th AGM

Glimpses of iDMA 54th Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2016

Members viewing the proceedings of IDMA 54th AGM 
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IDMA 54th Annual Day Celebrations 2016 being inaugurated by lighting the traditional lamp by the Chief Guest Dr V K Subburaj, IAS, Secretary, Department 
of Pharmaceuticals accompanied with other dignitaries namely;  Dr Y K Hamied, Chairman, Cipla Ltd., Shri K B Aggarwal, IAS,  Additional  Secretary, 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Shri Sudhanshu Pandey,  IAS, Joint Secretary, Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce & Industry,  
Dr S Eswara Reddy, Joint Drugs Controller General (India), CDSCO, Shri S V Veerramani, President,  Shri Daara B Patel, Secretary General and  
Mr Mahesh Doshi, Hon General Secretary, IDMA 

Mr Daara B Patel, Secretary General, IDMA welcoming the participants 
and also facilitating the 54th Annual Day Celebrations. On the 
dais (from Left to Right) Dr S Eswara Reddy, Dr V K Subburaj,  
Mr S V Veerramani, Mr K B Aggarwal, Mr Sudhanshu Pandey and  
Mr Mahesh Doshi

Mr S V Veerramani, President, IDMA delivering his Presidential 
Address 

Dr S Eswara Reddy addressing the participants

Glimpses of iDMA 54th Annual Day celebrations 2016

A large section of the participants at the event

IDMA Bulletin XLVII (08) 22 to 29 February 2016 31



IDMA Bulletin XLVII (08) 22 to 29 February 2016 32

  

IDMA Quality Excellence Award 2015 (Silver Award) being presented 
to M/s Wallace Pharmaceuticals Pvt Ltd., Solan, HP for the Category 
of Formulations Unit.  (Mr & Mrs Vinay Pinto received the Award)

IDMA Quality Excellence Award 2015 (Silver Award) being presented 
to M/s Avik Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Vapi, Gujarat for the Category of Bulk 
Drug Unit – (Dr Abhay Chheda and his team received the Award)

54th IDMA Annual Publication 2016 released

IDMA Quality Excellence Award 2015 (Silver Award) being presented 
to M/s Micro Labs Limited, Sikkim for the Category of Formulations 
Unit. (Mr S M Mudda and his team received the Award)

IDMA Quality Excellence Award 2015 (Gold Award) being presented 
to M/s Infutec Healthcare Ltd., Hoshiarpur, Punjab for the Category 
of Formulations Unit. (Mr Anil Mittal and his team received the Award 
from Mr K B Aggarwal accompanied with Mr J L Sipahimalani.  
Mr S V Veerramani applauding the occasion)

IDMA Quality Excellence Award 2015 (Silver Award) being presented 
to M/s Pure & Cure Healthcare Pvt Ltd., Haridwar for the Category of 
Formulations Unit. (Mr D C Jain received the Award)

Glimpses of iDMA 54th Annual Day celebrations 2016
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IDMA Margi Memorial Best Patent Award 2014-15 (Best New 
Drug Patents Award for New Drug Discovery) being presented to 
M/s Hetero Drugs Limited (HRF) (Dr Rathnakar Reddy Kura received 
the Award)

Best API Patents Award 2014-15 being presented to M/s Emcure 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd (Dr B Dinesh Kumar and his team received the 
Award)

Best Process Patent Award 2014-15 being presented to   
M/s Aurobindo Pharma Ltd (Dr Ganeshan Subramaniam received the 
Award)

Best Formulation Patent Award 2014-15 being presented to M/s IPCA 
Laboratories Ltd (Dr Anil Pareek and his team received the Award)

IDMA Quality Excellence Award 2015 (Silver Award) being presented 
to M/s Geno Pharmaceuticals Ltd., Goa for the Category of Formulation 
Unit. (Dr Sagar D Salagaonkar and his team received the Award)

IDMA Quality Excellence Award 2015 (Silver Award) being presented 
to RPG Life Sciences Ltd., Navi Mumbai for the Category of Bulk Drug 
Unit (Mr C T Renganathan and his team received the Award)

Glimpses of iDMA 54th Annual Day celebrations 2016
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Best Process Patent Award 2014-15 being presented to M/s Indoco 
Remedies Ltd (Dr Amit Gosar and his team received the Award)

IDMA Research Paper Award 2015, for Review Article: Hepatic 
Targeting – Addressing Vital Therapeutic Needs  - Author(s): D’Souza 
A.A., Devarajan P.V.  of Chemical Technology (Elite status) Deemed 
University, Matunga, Mumbai -  being presented by Dr S Eswara Reddy 
accompanied with Dr K Bangarurajan.  Mr S V Veerramani applauding 
the occasion

IDMA Research Paper Award 2015, for Natural Products: Aegle 
Marmelos Leaf Extract Is Protective Against Experimentally 
Induced Enterocolitis Via Antioxidant Mechanism - Author(s):  
Mani K. G., Prasanna. G. S. of KLE University College of Pharmacy, 
Bangalore, being presented. (Mr Amitkumar received the Award on 
behalf of Authors).

Patent Appreciation Award 2014-15  being presented to  
M/s Neon Laboratories Ltd (Dr Mahesh Dalvi received the Award)

IDMA Research Paper Award 2015, for Pharmaceutical Chemistry: 
Synthesis, Biological Evaluation, Qsar And Docking Studies of 
2-Amino-5-(Substituted) Phenyl-1,3,4-Thiadiazoles - Author(s):  
Mahajan S. S., Gaitonde A. D of  C. U. Shah College of Pharmacy, SNDT 
Women’s University, Santacruz (W), Mumbai, being presented

IDMA Research Paper Award 2015, for Pharmaceutics: Improvement 
of dissolution rate of febuxostat using hybrid technique of 
spherical crystallization and solid dispersion - Author(s): Tandel  
D. B., Shah P. A., Patel K. G., Gohel M. C., Thakkar V. T. and Gandhi 
T. R. of Anand Pharmacy College, Anand, Gujarat, being presented

Glimpses of iDMA 54th Annual Day celebrations 2016
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IDMA Research Paper Award 2015, for Pharmaceutics: QbD Based 
RP-HPLC Method For Screening and Analysis of Telapravir and 7 
other Antiretroviral Gents - Author(s): Kumar N. S., Kumaraswamy 
R., Shantikumar S., Paul D. of National Institute of Pharmaceutical 
Education and Research (NIPER), Balanagar, Hyderabad, being 
presented

Mr Sudhanshu Pandey addressing the participants at the event

'IDMA Chief Mentor of the Year Award' presented to Mr Anant R 
Thakore, Past President, IDMA (seen on the image – (from L to R)  
Mr Daara B Patel, Mr S V Veerramani, Mrs Thakore, Mr Anant Thakore and  
Dr V K Subburaj)

IDMA Research Paper Award 2015 for Pharmacology: Curcumin, 
Ocimum Sanctum and Ginkgo Biloba Improve Hemodynamic, 
Biochemical and Histoarchitectural Alterations In Isoproterenol 
Induced Cardiac Damage - Author(s): Suresh R Naik, Vishnu N 
Thakare, Vandana S. Panda of Sinhgad Institute of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, Kusgaon (BK), Lonavala, Pune, being presented

'IDMA Chief Mentor of the Year Award' being presented to  
Mr Narendra I Gandhi, Past President, IDMA by Dr V K Subburaj, IAS, 
Secretary, DoP. Mr S V Veerramani and Mr Daara B Patel applauding 
the occasion.

Mr K B Aggarwal addressing the audience

Glimpses of iDMA 54th Annual Day celebrations 2016
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' IDMA Lifetime Achievement Award' being presented to  
Dr Y K Hamied, Chairman, Cipla Ltd., by the Chief Guest, Dr V K 
Subburaj accompanied with other dignitaries namely; Dr S Eswara 
Reddy, Mr S V Veerramani, Dr A V Rama Rao, Shri K B Aggarwal.  
Shri Sudhanshu Pandey, Mr Mahesh Doshi and Mr Daara B Patel

Mr S R Vaidya, Chairman, MSME-Committee of IDMA facilitating the 
Presentation of IDMA J B Mody Best University Student Awards

IDMA J B Mody Best University Student Award Winners along with its  
Sponsor Mr D B Mody, Past President of IDMA

Dr Y K Hamied, Chairman, Cipla Ltd delivering his Acceptance Speech 
on receiving the 'IDMA Lifetime Achievement Award'

Mr Mahesh Doshi, Hon General 
Secretary, IDMA Proposing the 
Vote of Thanks

IDMA Secretariat Staff  - Team behind the Grand Success of 54th Annual Day Celebrations 2016

Glimpses of iDMA 54th Annual Day celebrations 2016
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